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Excercises

1. Answer the following questions.

(i) What is agriculture?

Answer

Agriculture is the primary activity which includes growing of crops, fruits, vegetables,
flowers and rearing of livestock. It is also known as farming.

(ii) Name the factors influencing agriculture.

Answer

Various factors influencing agriculture are - Favourable topography, Soil and Climate.

(iii) What is shifting cultivation? What are its disadvantages?

Answer

Shifting cultivation or slash-and-burn cultivation is a type of farming activity which
involves clearing a plot of land by felling trees, burning the felled trees, mixing the ashes
with soil, and then growing crops like maize, yam, potatoes and cassava on the cleared
land. After the soil loses its fertility, the land is abandoned and the cultivator moves on
to a new plot.

This type of farming has the following disadvantages.

→ Deforestation

→ After some time the land loses its fertility.

→ Soil erosion.

→ Small patches of cultivation which is insufficient for feeding a large population.
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(iv) What is plantation agriculture?

Answer
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Plantation agriculture is a type of commercial farming where a single crop of tea, coffee,
sugarcane, cashew, rubber, banana or cotton is grown. Large amount of labour and
capital is required in this type of farming. The produce is either processed on the farm
itself or in nearby factories. Major plantations are found in the tropical regions of the
world, like rubber in Malaysia, coffee in Brazil, tea in India and Sri Lanka, etc.

(v) Name the fibre crops and name the climatic conditions required for their
growth.

Answer

Jute & cotton are known as fiber crops. The climatic conditions required for their growth
are:

→ Jute (Golden Fiber): High temperature more than 25°C, heavy rainfall, warm and
humid climate.

→ Cotton: High temperature around 30 - 40°C, low rainfall and most importantly 210
frost-free days and bright sunshine. Means lot of cloud-free sunny days is essential for
cotton growing.
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2. Tick the correct answer.

(i) Horticulture means

(a) Growing of fruits and vegetables

(b) Primitive farming

(c) Growing of wheat

► (a) Growing of fruits and vegetables

(ii) Golden fibre refers to

(a) Tea
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(b) Cotton

(c) Jute

► (c) Jute

(iii) Leading producer of coffee

(a) Brazil

(b) India

(c) Russia

► (a) Brazil
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3. Give reasons.

(i) In India agriculture is a primary activity.

Answer

Two-third of India's population is dependent upon agriculture. Hence, in India,
agriculture is a primary activity.

(ii) Different crops are grown in different regions.

Answer

Different crops are grown in different regions because growing of crops depends upon
the geographical conditions, demand of produce, labour and level of technology.
Favourable topography of soil, climates also play an important role in selection of crops
to be grown in that area.

4. Distinguish between the following.
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(i) Primary activities and tertiary activities

Primary activities
Tertiary activities

Connected with the extraction and
production of natural resources

Provide support to the primary
and secondary sectors

Example: Agriculture, fishing Example: Services such as
banking and transport

(ii) Subsistence farming and intensive farming

Subsistence farming
Intensive farming

Practised to meet the needs of the
farmer’s family; involves the use of low
levels of technology and household
labour for producing a small output

A type of subsistence farming;
involves the annual cultivation
of a small plot of land using
simple tools and more labour
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5. For fun.

Solve the crossword puzzle with the help of given clues.
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Across Down

1. Crop that needs well-drained fertile
soils, moderate temperatures and lots of
sunshine (5)

1. Coarse grains are also
called (7)
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2. Increasing production through use of
HYV seeds, chemical fertilisers and
pesticides (5, 10)

3. Cultivation involving slash
and burn (8)

4. USA, Canada, Russia, Australia are
major producers of this crop (5)

5. Growing of crops, fruits
and vegetables (11)

10. Type of farming to meet family needs
(11)

6. Tea, coffee, sugarcane
and rubber are grown in (11)

13. Rearing of animals for sale (9) 7. Requires 210 frost-free
days for growth (6)

14. Growing grapes for wines (11) 8. Growing of flowers (12)

- 9. Also called ‘Golden Fibre’
(4)

- 11. Also known as paddy (4)

- 12. Activity concerned with
extraction of natural
resources (7)

Answer
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Chapterwise NCERT Solutions for
Class 8 Geography :

● Chapter 1: Resources

● Chapter 2: Land, Soil, Water, Natural Vegetation and Wildlife

Resources

● Chapter 3:Mineral and Power Resources

● Chapter 4: Agriculture

● Chapter 5: Industries

● Chapter 6: Human Resources
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About NCERT

The National Council of Educational Research and Training is an autonomous

organization of the Government of India which was established in 1961 as a literary,

scientific, and charitable Society under the Societies Registration Act.  The major

objectives of NCERT and its constituent units are to: undertake, promote and

coordinate research in areas related to school education; prepare and publish model

textbooks, supplementary material, newsletters, journals and develop educational kits,

multimedia digital materials, etc.Organise pre-service and in-service training of

teachers; develop and disseminate innovative educational techniques and

practices;collaborate and network with state educational departments, universities,

NGOs and other educational institutions; act as a clearing house for ideas and

information in matters related to school education; and act as a nodal agency for

achieving the goals of Universalisation of Elementary Education.In addition to research,

development, training, extension, publication and dissemination activities, NCERT is an

implementation agency for bilateral cultural exchange programmes with other countries

in the field of school education.Its headquarters are located at Sri Aurobindo Marg in

New Delhi. Visit the Official NCERT website to learn more.
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