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1. Who is the speaker in the poem?

Answer

The speaker in the poem is a man who is looking for work.
2. "The king, sword in hand" suggests

(i) wealth

(ii) power

(iii) more power than wealth

Mark the appropriate item in the context of stanza 1.
» (ii) power

3. The old man offered the speaker a lot of money.
Why did he turn down the offer?

Answer

The old man offered the speaker a lot of money. However, he turned it down becausehe
realised that money cannot give him what he actually desires. He had not till then
realised that what he actually desired was happiness. When the old man was counting
the gold coins, the speaker realised that once the money was finished or the work the
old man wanted to hire him for was done, he would again be out of work. More than
that, he would be bound in this bargain. It did not satisfy him and therefore, he turned it
down.

4. Find in the poem, lines that match the following. Read both one after another.
(i) I have nothing to give you

Except goodwill and cheer.

(i) Her happiness was no more

Than sorrow in disguise.
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(iii) The king's might was not worth much.
Answer
(i) 'l hire you with nothing."'
(i) 'Her smile paled and melted into tears'.
(iiif) 'But his power counted for naught'.
5. How did the speaker feel after talking to the child on the beach?
Answer
After talking to the child on the beach the speaker felt extremely happy.
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Chapterwise NCERT Solutions for
Class 8 English Honeydew Poem :

e Poem 1 The Ant and the Cricket

e Poem 2 Geography Lesson

e Poem 3 Macavity The Mystery Cat

e Poem 4 The Last Bargain

e Poem 5 The School Boy
e Poem 6 The Duck and the Kangaroo

e Poem 7 When I Set Out for Lyonnesse

e Poem 8 On the Grasshopper and Cricket
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About NCERT

The National Council of Educational Research and Training is an autonomous
organization of the Government of India which was established in 1961 as a literary,
scientific, and charitable Society under the Societies Registration Act. The major
objectives of NCERT and its constituent units are to: undertake, promote and
coordinate research in areas related to school education; prepare and publish model
textbooks, supplementary material, newsletters, journals and develop educational kits,
multimedia digital materials, etc.Organise pre-service and in-service training of
teachers; develop and disseminate innovative educational techniques and
practices;collaborate and network with state educational departments, universities,
NGOs and other educational institutions; act as a clearing house for ideas and
information in matters related to school education; and act as a nodal agency for
achieving the goals of Universalisation of Elementary Education.In addition to research,
development, training, extension, publication and dissemination activities, NCERT is an
implementation agency for bilateral cultural exchange programmes with other countries
in the field of school education.Its headquarters are located at Sri Aurobindo Marg in

New Delhi. Visit the Official NCERT website to learn more.
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