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Questions:

1. Why does Indrani Debi dislike Duttada’s “hobnobbing’ with Dibya?

She is complaining and smiling. Why is she smiling? *

(i) What was Duttada’s secret ambition?

(ii) What did he do to achieve it?

What is the difference between a planet and a comet, as given in the story?
Why was Duttada hopeful that he would discover a new comet soon?

Why does Duttada say_____ “l almost wish | had not discovered this comet”.
Why is his wife unhappy about the discovery?
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Answers:

1. “Dibya’ was the name given by Indrani Debi. It was a telescope. Dattada was
always busy during night with Dibya. He never cared for his wife or about himself.
So his wife disliked it as her rival.

2. She complains that Dibya has cast a spell on her husband. But she could not
help smiling at his childlike behaviour. He did not bother to close the door and he
forgot to put on his sweater.

3. (i) Duttada’s secret ambition was to buy a good telescope and to have enough of
spare time to watch the stars.

(if) He waited for his retirement. After retirement he got sufficient funds. Then he
bought a telescope and he started gazing at the stars without caring for his wife
and life.

4. Anplanet has a fixed orbit. A comet comes from the distant comers of the solar
system. It keeps on changing.

5. Duttada was hopeful of discovering a new comet because he knew that
professional astronomers did not consider them significant and ignored them.

6. The discovery of the new comet brought Duttada publicity which he did not like.
He had to attend many receptions and functions. So he wished he hadn’t
discovered that new comet.

7. The discovery of the new comet made Duttada’s wife unhappy. She was
superstitious. She thought that the discovery would bring calamities on the family
as well as on the earth.
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Questions:
1. How did Sir John get hold of James’ original manuscript?
2. What is the important point the paper makes?
3. Why does Sir John say that James’paper should not be published?
4. What do the two men finally decide to do?
Answers:
1. Sir John got hold of James’ original manuscript from Mr. Taylor who wanted to

get his opinion before sending it to a professional referee.

The paper makes the important point that Duttada’s comet would collide with the
earth.

Sir John opposes the publication of James’ paper because his prediction would
cause widespread panic in the world.

The two men finally agree to organise a secret conference of international
experts to plan how to avert the calamity.
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About NCERT

The National Council of Educational Research and Training is an autonomous
organization of the Government of India which was established in 1961 as a literary,
scientific, and charitable Society under the Societies Registration Act. The major
objectives of NCERT and its constituent units are to: undertake, promote and
coordinate research in areas related to school education; prepare and publish model
textbooks, supplementary material, newsletters, journals and develop educational kits,
multimedia digital materials, etc.Organise pre-service and in-service training of
teachers; develop and disseminate innovative educational techniques and
practices;collaborate and network with state educational departments, universities,
NGOs and other educational institutions; act as a clearing house for ideas and
information in matters related to school education; and act as a nodal agency for
achieving the goals of Universalisation of Elementary Education.In addition to research,
development, training, extension, publication and dissemination activities, NCERT is an
implementation agency for bilateral cultural exchange programmes with other countries
in the field of school education.Its headquarters are located at Sri Aurobindo Marg in

New Delhi. Visit the Official NCERT website to learn more.
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