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Question 1:

From the first paragraph

(i) pick out two phrases which describe the desert as most people believe it is;
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(ii) Pick out two phrases which describe the desert as specialists see it.

Which do you think is an apt description, and why?

Answer:
(i) an endless stretch of sand; water less and without shelter.

(ii) a beautiful place; the home of a variety of people, animals and plants Description (ii)
is apt. Human experience tells us so.

Question 2:
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Answer:

() an endless stretch of land - nothing but sand as far as one can see.

(ii) waterless and without shelter - not water and not shade

(1if) an oasis — fertile place with water and plants in a

desert

(iv) hidden by a cover of grass - not visible because the grass is thick.
(Page 19)
Question 1:

A camel can do without water for days together. What is the reason given in the
text?

Answer:
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The reason is that the camel sweats very little. It can therefore retain the water it drinks
for long periods of time.

Question 2:
How do the smaller desert animals fulfill their need for water?
Answer:

The smaller desert animals spend the day in the underground burrows to escape the
heat. Some of them eat other animals and get the water they need from the moisture in
the meat. Others eat plants and get the water they need from plant juices.

Question 3:
In a desert the temperature rises during the day and falls rapidly at night. Why?
Answer:

In humid climates, the air has moisture that protects the earth’s surface from the heat of
the sun. Since deserts have no moisture cover, they heat up rapidly during the day and
cool off rapidly at night.

Exercise (Page 19)
Do the following activities in group
Question 1:

Describe a desert in your own way. Write a paragraph and read it aloud to your
classmates.

Answer:

A desert is usually a dry, hot and horrifying place. That is why only the nomads and
camels in a small number live there. Of course, there are green patches also near the
water spring. These places are called oases. The deserts occupy vast areas. In India
the hot desert of Rajasthan can also be turned into fertile agricultural land provided we
take water over there through canals.

Question 2:
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Go to the library and collect information about the lifestyle of people in desert
areas- their food, clothes, work, social customs, etc.Show this information with
the group.

Answer:

The nomads are homeless people in desert areas. They keep shifting to places where
they can get food and fodder. Their life is very hard. They use camels for transportation.
They eat mainly meat and dates. They weave their clothes from the wool of camel or
sheep. Their life style is very simple. They look to the sky for rain water. Thev have
developed their own customs.
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About NCERT

The National Council of Educational Research and Training is an autonomous
organization of the Government of India which was established in 1961 as a literary,
scientific, and charitable Society under the Societies Registration Act. The major
objectives of NCERT and its constituent units are to: undertake, promote and
coordinate research in areas related to school education; prepare and publish model
textbooks, supplementary material, newsletters, journals and develop educational kits,
multimedia digital materials, etc.Organise pre-service and in-service training of
teachers; develop and disseminate innovative educational techniques and
practices;collaborate and network with state educational departments, universities,
NGOs and other educational institutions; act as a clearing house for ideas and
information in matters related to school education; and act as a nodal agency for
achieving the goals of Universalisation of Elementary Education.In addition to research,
development, training, extension, publication and dissemination activities, NCERT is an
implementation agency for bilateral cultural exchange programmes with other countries
in the field of school education.Its headquarters are located at Sri Aurobindo Marg in

New Delhi. Visit the Official NCERT website to learn more.
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