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1. What do you think is meant by the expression ‘power over the ballot box’?
Discuss.

Answer
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Power over the ballot box, signifies the power of the common people, who are availing
the right to vote in every election.

They are the real power of any country, who are driving the government and the working
of the system without any second thoughts.

2. What issue is Tawa Matsya Sangh fighting for?

Answer

In 1994, the government gave the rights to fishing in the Tawa reservoir to private
contractors. These contractors drove the local people away and threatened the ones
who did not leave, by bringing in hoodlums.

The villagers stood united and decided that it was time to set up an organisation and do
something to protect their rights. Thus they formed the Tawa Matsya Sangh (TMS),
which organised rallies and protests demanding their right to continue fishing for their
livelihood.

3. Why did the villagers set up this organisation?

Answer

The villagers set up this issue in order to protect their livelihood and their land. They
also set up this organisation, with the additional objective of highlighting the injustice
meted out to them by the government.

4. Do you think that the large scale participation contributed to the success of the
TMS? Write two lines on why you think so.

Answer

In response to the large scale protests by the TMS, the government created a
committee to assess the issue. The committee recommended that fishing rights be
granted to the villagers for their livelihood. In 1996, the Madhya Pradesh government
decided to give fishing rights for the reservoir to the people displaced by the Tawa dam.
A five-year lease agreement was signed two months later.

On January 2, 1997, people from 33 villages of Tawa started the new year with the first
catch. With the TMS taking over the fish, workers were able to increase their earnings
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substantially. Thus, it can be said that the large scale participation by the people forced
the government to review the situation in the villager’s favour, as they worked out a deal
which would be beneficial for all the parties.

5. What role does the Constitution play in peoples struggle equality?

Answer

Constitution plays a significant role in the people’s struggle for equality. It ensures that
there is a free and fair treatment. In the eye of the constitution, everyone is equal. No
one is superior over the other. It ensures that every person must get equal rights under
the law. It makes sure that everyone has access to the basic and fundamental rights.
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Chapterwise NCERT Solutions for
Class 7 Civics :

● Chapter 1: On Equality

● Chapter 2: Role of the Government in Health

● Chapter 3: How the State Government Works

● Chapter 4: Growing up as Boys and Girls

● Chapter 5: Women Change the World

● Chapter 6: Understanding Media

● Chapter 7: Understanding Advertising

● Chapter 8: Markets Around Us

● Chapter 9: Shirt in the Market

● Chapter 10: Struggles of Equality
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About NCERT

The National Council of Educational Research and Training is an autonomous

organization of the Government of India which was established in 1961 as a literary,

scientific, and charitable Society under the Societies Registration Act.  The major

objectives of NCERT and its constituent units are to: undertake, promote and

coordinate research in areas related to school education; prepare and publish model

textbooks, supplementary material, newsletters, journals and develop educational kits,

multimedia digital materials, etc.Organise pre-service and in-service training of

teachers; develop and disseminate innovative educational techniques and

practices;collaborate and network with state educational departments, universities,

NGOs and other educational institutions; act as a clearing house for ideas and

information in matters related to school education; and act as a nodal agency for

achieving the goals of Universalisation of Elementary Education.In addition to research,

development, training, extension, publication and dissemination activities, NCERT is an

implementation agency for bilateral cultural exchange programmes with other countries

in the field of school education.Its headquarters are located at Sri Aurobindo Marg in

New Delhi. Visit the Official NCERT website to learn more.
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