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Before you Read

What does the title of the poem suggests to you? What do
you think the poem is about?

Answer
The title of the poem suggests the importance of silence.

The poem is about the importance of self-examination and
introspection. It is also an appeal for universal harmony.

Page No: 96
Think it Out

1. What will counting up to twelve and keeping still help us
achieve?

Answer

Counting up to twelve takes very short time. Keeping still for this brief
interval of time gives us a momentary pause to introspect and review
the course of action. It is generally observed that most of the ills and
troubles of the world are caused by our rush or hurry. Violence is
caused by anger. Keeping quiet and still will give us necessary respite
and ensure peace.

2. Do you think the poet advocates total inactivity and death?

Answer
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No, he doesn't advocate either total inactivity or death. He makes it
quite clear that 'stillness' should not be confused with 'total inactivity'
or equated to it. Total inactivity brings death. But Neruda has 'no truck
with death'. His stillness means halting of harmful and hostile human
activities.

3. What is the 'sadness' that the poet refers to in the poem?
Answer

The poet refers to the 'sadness' of failing to understand oneself in the
monotonous every day existence. He also finds it sad that the
humanity is moving towards its own ruin owing to its unanalyzed
actions. He regrets the rush of outdoing others that has made us forget
the values of humanity.

4. What symbol from Nature does the poet invoke to say that
there can be life under apparent stillness?

Answer

The poet uses the symbol of the earth to illustrate the point that there
can be life under apparent stillness.

@II 1 Wwdlil GG1h


https://www.indcareer.com/schools/ncert-solutions-for-12th-class-english-poem-chapter-3-keeping-quiet/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/ncert-solutions-for-12th-class-english-poem-chapter-3-keeping-quiet/

€IndCareer

Chapterwise NCERT Solutions for
Class 12 English (Poem):

e Chapter 1 - My Mother At Sixty-six

e Chapter 2 - An Elementary School Classroom In a Slum

e Chapter 3 - Keeping Quiet

e Chapter 4 - A Thing Of Beauty

e Chapter 5 - A Roadside Stand
e Chapter 6 - Aunt Jennifer's Tigers

€IindCareer


https://www.indcareer.com/schools/ncert-solutions-for-12th-class-english-poem-chapter-1-my-mother-at-sixty-six/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/ncert-solutions-for-12th-class-english-poem-chapter-2-an-elementary-school-classroom-in-a-slum/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/ncert-solutions-for-12th-class-english-poem-chapter-3-keeping-quiet/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/ncert-solutions-for-12th-class-english-poem-chapter-4-a-thing-of-beauty/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/ncert-solutions-for-12th-class-english-poem-chapter-5-a-roadside-stand/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/ncert-solutions-for-12th-class-english-poem-chapter-6-aunts-jeniffer-tigers/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/ncert-solutions-for-12th-class-english-poem-chapter-3-keeping-quiet/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/ncert-solutions-for-12th-class-english-poem-chapter-3-keeping-quiet/

@‘II IVN\dl ©CI

About NCERT

The National Council of Educational Research and Training is an
autonomous organization of the Government of India which was
established in 1961 as a literary, scientific, and charitable Society
under the Societies Registration Act. The major objectives of NCERT
and its constituent units are to: undertake, promote and coordinate
research in areas related to school education; prepare and publish
model textbooks, supplementary material, newsletters, journals and
develop educational kits, multimedia digital materials, etc.

Organise pre-service and in-service training of teachers; develop and
disseminate innovative educational techniques and
practices;collaborate and network with state educational
departments, universities, NGOs and other educational institutions;
act as a clearing house for ideas and information in matters related
to school education; and act as a nodal agency for achieving the
goals of Universalisation of Elementary Education.

Its headquarters are located at Sri Aurobindo Marg in New Delhi.
Visit the Official NCERT website to learn more.
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