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Warming Up:

Chit-chat

1. Discuss the following with your classmates:

Question (a)

What are the important games played in your school?

Answer:

We play cricket, baseball, kabaddi, foot-ball, langadi, etc. in our school.

Question(b)

Who are the captains of the various team games? Name them:

Answer:
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Games
Captain

1. Cricket Roshan More

2.
Baseball

Karan Shirke

3. Kabaddi Akshay Dalvi

4. Football John D’Mello

5. Langadi Kshitija Bhosale

Question (c)

What is the role played by a team-game captain? What are his/her responsibilities?

Answer:

A team-game captain plays a pivotal role for the team. He/She is the backbone of the team. He
inspires and motivates the team. He creates team spirit among his players. He also plays ;
crucial role to maintain good relations among all the teammates. He/She keeps the bonding with
the team. He keeps the team united. He takes the responsibility of drawbacks and defeats of the
team.

Question (d)

What is the role of a captain of a ship? What are the responsibilities of a captain of a
ship?

Answer:

A captain of a ship plays an important role. He is solely responsible for keeping the ship safe
and sound. He guides and takes the ship safely to its destination. He navigates safely to reach
wherever he wants to take the ship and the people on the ship. He is responsible for the safety
of the ship and his crew. Sometimes he has to risk his life to overcome difficulties he faces on
his way.

1. In pairs find as many meaningful words as you can from the following grid within five minutes.
You can find words horizontal and vertically. (Hint – The words are related to battles or
battleships. For example, soldier.
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Question 1.

In pairs find as many meaningful words as you can from the following grid within five
minutes. You can find words horizontal and vertically. (Hint – The words are related to
battles or battleships. For example, soldier. (Answers are directly given.)

Answer:
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English workshop:

1. Pick out from the poem all words related to ‘ship’. Make a list of them in a word
register:

Question 1.

Pick out from the poem all words related to ‘ship’. Make a list of them in a word register:

(a) Port

(b) …………..

(c) …………..

(d) …………..

(e) …………..
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(f) …………..

(g) anchored

(h) …………..

Answer:

(a) port

(b) keel

(c) vessel

(d) captain

(e) deck

(f) flag

(g) ship anchored voyage.

(h) shores

2. Read the poem again and complete the following sentences.

Question 1.

Read the poem again and complete the following sentences.

(a) The Captain lies on the deck ……………………….

(b) The Captain doesn’t answer as ……………………

(c) Captain does not feel anything ……………………

(d) The bugle and flag are ……………………………….

Answer:

(a) The Captain lies cold and dead on the deck.

(b) The Captain doesn’t answer as he is dead.
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(c) The captain does not feel anything beneath the poet’s arm because he has no pulse nor will.

(d) The bugle is trilled and the flag is flung.

3. The poem has a direct reference to the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln on
15th April, 1865, after the Civil War was won. Match the symbols/images in Column A
with what they refer to, in Column B.

Question 1.

The poem has a direct reference to the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln on
15th April, 1865, after the Civil War was won. Match the symbols/images in Column A
with what they refer to, in Column B.

Column ‘A’
Column ‘B’

1. the ship (a) victory (in the war)

2. the fearful (trip/ voyage) (b) the President of USA

3. the port (c) United States of America

4. the bells (ringing) (d) lifeless/dead

5. Captain (e) the deadly Civil War

6. anchored safe (f) celebrating victory

7. no pulse, nor will (g) peace after winning the
war

Answer:

1. the ship – United States of America
2. the fearful (trip/voyage) – the deadly Civil War
3. the port – peace after wining the war
4. the bells (ringing) – celebrating victory
5. Captain – the President of USA
6. anchored safe – victory (in the war)
7. no pulse, nor will – lifeless/dead
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4. The figures of speech ‘Apostrophe’ exists throughout the poem. Pick out lines where
the poet directly addresses:

Question (a)

the dead captain:

Answer:

1. O Captain! My Captain!

2. rise up and hear the bells.

Question (b)

The grief in his heart:

Answer:

1. But O heart! heart! heart!

2. O the bleeding drops of red.

Question (c)

The sea shore:

Answer:

1. Exult, O shores and ring,

2. O bells!

B. Find from the poem, one example of each of the following.

Question (B)

Find from the poem, one example of each of the following.

Answer:

(a) Personification – O Captain! My Captain! Our fearful trip is done.

(b) Alliteration – The ship is anchor’d safe and sound, its voyage closed and done.
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(c) Tautology – Where on the deck my Captain lies, fallen cold and dead.

(d) Exclamation – But O heart! heart! heart!

(e) Antithesis – While follow eyes the steady keel, the vessel grim and daring.

5. Find and answer in your own words:

Question (a)

What are the signs that the captain has passed away?

Answer:

Everyone’s eyes follow the steady keel of the ship, the vessel that seems so serious and bold.
Where on the deck my Captain lies, fallen cold and dead. These lines shows that the captain
has passed away.

Question (b)

Why was the crowd on the shore eagerly waiting to felicitate their captain?

Answer:

As the people saw the ship very close to the port, they felt that their captain is back. So they
started shouting and enjoying to welcome their king. They wanted to felicitate their king for his
great victory in the Civil War.

Question (c)

What are the signs that show the people are celebrating victory ?

Answer:

The bells are ringing when the victorious ship is near. The flag is flung. The bugle is playing
loudly. People are crowding along the shores. They are rejoicing. They have come with
bouquets and ribboned garlands to welcome their victorious Captain. These signs show that the
people are celebrating victory.

Question (d)

……. dear father! This arm beneath your head…” Why do you think the speaker in the
poem puts his arm under the Captain’s head?
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Answer:

The speaker in the poem puts his arms under the Captain’s head because he wants to help him
to hear the bells of happiness, he wants to show him the flag of victory and the happiness of the
people who were there with bouquets and wreaths.

Question (e)

Describe the grief that the speaker in the poem feels at the death of his Captain.

Answer:

When the speaker in the poem saw steady keel of the ship that seems serious and bold; his
heart is suddenly filled with very strong emotion. He urged his captain to rise up and hear the
bells. He told him to rise up because the flag is flung for him. For him the bugle sounds. For him
people have brought bouquets and wreaths. People are crowding along the shore to welcome
him. He felt very sad and lamented after seeing captain’s dead body on the deck.

6. Glance through the poem again to find who the speaker addresses in the first two stanzas
and the last stanza.

Question 1.

Glance through the poem again to find who the speaker addresses in the first two stanzas and
the last stanza.

Answer:

In the first two stanzas the speaker addresses the Captain of the ship. In the last stanza, the
speaker addresses the crowd gathered at the shore to welcome the Captain.

7. Fill the qualities in the diagram given below: (Answers is directly given.)

Question 1.

Fill the qualities in the diagram given below: (Answers is directly given.)
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1. courage
2. naval expert
3. integrity
4. visionary
5. confidence
6. humane
7. self-disciplined
8. sympathetic
9. leadership
10. foresight
11. knowledge of weather signs
12. positive attitude
13. role – model
14. selfless service
15. good administrator

Answer:
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8. Complete the following sentences choosing from the alternatives:

Question 1.

Complete the following sentences choosing from the alternatives:

(Answers are directly given and underlined.)

Answer:

(a) The rhyme scheme of the poem is aabbcded. (aabbccdd/abcdede/aabbcded)

(b) The line repeated in every stanza fallen cold and dead. (O Captain! My Captain!/Fallen cold
and dead)

(c) The steady rhythm in the poem consists of a pattern of three beats (three/four/five)

(d) In the third stanza the speaker does not address the Captain, (first/second/third)

(e) The type of poem is elegy because it is composed in memory of a passed away personality.
(sonnet, lyric, elegy)

9. The feeling of grief and pain of the speaker in this poem are comparable to those of a great
Maratha leader, inspite of winning the battle at a fort in Maharashtra. Guess who the great
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Maratha leader was and the Captain who was killed in the battle. Write down other basic
historical facts of the above.

Question 1.

The feeling of grief and pain of the speaker in this poem are comparable to those of a
great Maratha leader, inspite of winning the battle at a fort in Maharashtra. Guess who the
great Maratha leader was and the Captain who was killed in the battle. Write down other
basic historical facts of the above.

Answer:

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, the king of Marathas, wished to capture the strong and
unconquerable Kondana fort, which was under the Mughal Emperor, Aurangazeb. Keeper of the
Kondana was Udaybhan Rathor, a great warrior of the Mughals. Tanaji Malusare, the brave
lion-hearted general of Shivaji Maharaj took the responsibility to fulfil his king’s wish.

Tanaji, with a few mavalas climbed up the fort at night with the help of ropes. He fought gallantly
against the Mughals and conquered Kondana. Unfortunately Tanaji was killed in the battle.
When Maharaj heard that heart-breaking news of the great warrior’s death, he expressed his
grief and pain with the words – ‘I have won the fort but I have lost my lion.’ Since then the
Kondana fort was called as ‘Sinhagadh.’

10. The poem has described the sad demise of the Captain. How would you console the son of |
the Captain? Write a short paragraph using the points given below:

Question 1.

The poem has described the sad demise of the Captain. How would you console the son
of | the Captain? Write a short paragraph using the points given below:

(a) Expressing grief on the death,

(b) An act of God.

(c) Words/sentences giving strength and courage to face the situation.

(d) Add your own points.

Answer:

Consoling the son of the Captain

https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-10-english-my-englis
h-chapter-4-3-o-captain-my-captain/

https://www.indcareer.com/schools/ncert-solutions-for-4th-class-maths-chapter-14-smart-charts/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-10-english-my-english-chapter-4-3-o-captain-my-captain/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-10-english-my-english-chapter-4-3-o-captain-my-captain/


I am at a total loss for words to express my feelings. I don’t understand how to console you for !
the loss of your father. Your father was a great man, full of integrity and character. Losing your
dad can | be extremely difficult for you because you have lost your source of strength, stability
and consistency in your life. I am extremely sorry for your loss.

He was a real hero for the nation and a real patriot giving inspiration to all. Your dad was a
brave man. He had great courage and valour. He will be missed greatly and always
remembered during the time of crisis. I extend my heartfelt sympathy to you and your family.
May the soul of your father be at peace with our Heavenly father.

11. Read the poem. Write an appreciation of the poem in about 12 to 15 sentences.

Question 1.

Read the poem. Write an appreciation of the poem in about 12 to 15 sentences.

Answer:

1. Title: O Captain! My Captain!
2. Poet: Walt Whitman.
3. Rhyme Scheme: The rhyme scheme for the stanzas 1, 3, and 5 is ‘aabb’. For stanzas 2,

4, and 6, it is ‘abcb’.
4. Figure of Speech (Any 1): Repetition, Tautology, Personification.
5. Theme/Central Idea: The Central Idea of the poem is the lamentation (an expression of

great sadness) for the death of the Captain.

Here, America, which had undergone the Civil War, is compared to a ship that had weathered a
rough voyage; Abraham Lincoln, who steered the state through the Civil War is compared to the
Captain. Five days after the war ended Abraham Lincoln was shot dead. The poet laments the
death of this great leader.

Simple Factual Activities:

Question 1.

State whether the following statements are True or False:

Answer:

1. The speaker expresses his relief that the ship has reached its home port. – True
2. Captain’s dead body is lying on the land. – False
3. According to the speaker, his captain’s death feels like a horrible dream. – True
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4. The people are cheering because the voyage of the ship is successful. – True

Question 2.

Fill in the blanks and complete the following sentences:

(Answers are directly given and underlined.)

Answer:

1. The Captain lies cold and dead on the deck.
2. When the ship reached its home port he heard the people rejoicing and celebrating.
3. The poet tells the Captain to rise up and hear the bell.
4. The speaker is filled with grief because his captain is fallen cold and dead.
5. The location of the battleship is near the port.
6. While waiting to welcome the captain of the ship the people are rejoicing and

celebrating.

Question 3.

State whether you agree or disagree with the following statements:

Answer:

1. Stanza II portrays how people celebrate the triumph of the ship and their leader. – Agree
2. The poet refers to the fallen Captain as “Father”- the father of nation. – Agree
3. Stanza III expresses the poet’s profound sorrow for President Lincoln’s death. – Agree
4. The poet is celebrating victory with the people of his country with joy. – Disagree

Question 4.

Fill in the blanks:

(Answers are directly given and underlined.)

Answer:

1. The poet steps slowly and sadly on the deck.
2. It is like a dream the Captain is fallen on the deck cold and dead.
3. The poet tells his Captain to rise up and hear the bells.

Complex Factual Activities:
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Find out the line/lines from the extract as ‘a proof’ for the following:

Question 1.

The civil war has ended.

Answer:

our fearful trip is done.

Question 2.

America has braved the tough storm of Civil War.

Answer:

The ship has weather’d every rack.

Question 3.

The speaker calls out to the Captain to rise up and join in the celebration of the end of the war.

Answer:

O Captain! My Captain! rise up and hear the bells.

Question 4.

The Captain is felicitated for the victory in the war.

Answer:

for you the flag is flung-for you the bulge trills.

Complete the following:

Question 1.

Complete the following:

(Answers are directly given and underlined.)

Answer:
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(a) Captain does not feel anything because he has no pulse nor will as he is cold and dead.

(b) The ship is anchored safe and sound.

Activities based on Poetic Devices:

Question 1.

Find from the extract one example each of the following:

Answer:

1. Exclamation – Exult O shores, and ring, O bells!
2. Tautology – My Captain does not answer, his lips are pale and still.
3. Personification – From fearful trip, the victor ship, comes in with object won.

Question 2.

Pick out rhyming pairs from the extract.

Answer:

1. Stanza 1: done-one; exulting-daring; red-dead

2. Stanza 2: bells-trills; a crowding-turning head-dead.
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● Chapter 4.4- Unbeatable Super Mom

– Mary Kom

● Chapter 4.5- Joan of Arc

● Chapter 4.6- A Brave Heart

Dedicated to Science and Humanity
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About About Maharashtra State Board
(MSBSHSE)
The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary

Education or MSBSHSE (Marathi: महाराष्ट्र राज्य माध्यमिक आणि उच्च
माध्यमिक शिक्षण मंडळ), is an autonomous and statutory body

established in 1965. The board was amended in the year 1977 under

the provisions of the Maharashtra Act No. 41 of 1965.

The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary & Higher Secondary

Education (MSBSHSE), Pune is an independent body of the

Maharashtra Government. There are more than 1.4 million students

that appear in the examination every year. The Maha State Board

conducts the board examination twice a year. This board conducts the

examination for SSC and HSC.

The Maharashtra government established the Maharashtra State

Bureau of Textbook Production and Curriculum Research, also

commonly referred to as Ebalbharati, in 1967 to take up the

responsibility of providing quality textbooks to students from all

classes studying under the Maharashtra State Board. MSBHSE

prepares and updates the curriculum to provide holistic development

for students. It is designed to tackle the difficulty in understanding the

concepts with simple language with simple illustrations. Every year

around 10 lakh students are enrolled in schools that are affiliated with

the Maharashtra State Board.

https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-10-english-my-englis
h-chapter-4-3-o-captain-my-captain/

https://www.indcareer.com/schools/ncert-solutions-for-4th-class-maths-chapter-14-smart-charts/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-10-english-my-english-chapter-4-3-o-captain-my-captain/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-10-english-my-english-chapter-4-3-o-captain-my-captain/


FAQs

Where do I get the Maharashtra State Board Books PDF For free download?

You can download the Maharashtra State Board Books from the eBalbharti

official website, i.e. cart.ebalbharati.in or from this article.

Add image

How to Download Maharashtra State Board Books?

Students can get the Maharashtra Books for primary, secondary, and senior

secondary classes from here.  You can view or download the Maharashtra

State Board Books from this page or from the official website for free of

cost. Students can follow the detailed steps below to visit the official website

and download the e-books for all subjects or a specific subject in different

mediums.

Step 1: Visit the official website ebalbharati.in

Step 2: On the top of the screen, select "Download PDF textbooks"

Step 3: From the "Classes" section, select your class.

Step 4: From "Medium", select the medium suitable to you.

Step 5: All Maharashtra board books for class 11th will now be displayed on

the right side.

Step 6: Click on the "Download" option to download the PDF book.

Who developed the Maharashtra State board books?

As of now, the MSCERT and Balbharti are responsible for the syllabus and

textbooks of Classes 1 to 8, while Classes 9 and 10 are under the

Maharashtra State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary Education

(MSBSHSE).

How many state boards are there in Maharashtra?

The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary & Higher Secondary Education,

conducts the HSC and SSC Examinations in the state of Maharashtra

through its nine Divisional Boards located at Pune, Mumbai, Aurangabad,

Nasik, Kolhapur, Amravati, Latur, Nagpur and Ratnagiri.
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About IndCareer

IndCareer.com is a leading developer of online career guidance resources for the Indian
marketplace. Established in 2007, IndCareer.com is currently used by over thousands of
institutions across India, including schools, employment agencies, libraries, colleges
and universities.

IndCareer.com is designed to assist you in making the right career decision - a decision
that meets your unique interests and personality.

For any clarifications or questions you can write to info@indcareer.com

Postal Address

IndCareer.com

52, Shilpa Nagar,

Somalwada

Nagpur -  440015

Maharashtra, India

WhatsApp: +91 9561 204 888

Website: https://www.indcareer.com

https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-10-english-my-englis
h-chapter-4-3-o-captain-my-captain/

https://www.indcareer.com/schools/ncert-solutions-for-4th-class-maths-chapter-14-smart-charts/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-10-english-my-english-chapter-4-3-o-captain-my-captain/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-10-english-my-english-chapter-4-3-o-captain-my-captain/

