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Government of India has recently mtroduced the world’s one of the largest deveiopment programme in
human history. The National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (NREGS).This tlagship programme
was enacted by the government of India as the National RuralEmployment Guarantee Act (NREGA) in
September 2005. The NREGS came into effect, on a pilot basis, in February 2006 in 200 economically
disadvantaged districts of the country. In the second phase of implementation, it was extended to 130

additional districts and the remaining districts were covered in the third phase on April 1,2008

This social welfare programme is primarily intended to enhance the livelihood securities of the people in
rural areas by supplementing wage employment oppor tunities to the unskilled labor force. The programme
is in force with the intention that it would act as a strong safety net for the poor in the wake of lack of
alternative employment opportunities. Inan attempt to ensure the rural economy to grow, the scheme is
expected to regenerate the rural natural resource base for sustainable livelihood by carrying out soil and
at is considered most crucial is the empowerment of the poor through the

water conservation activities. Whe
ased law. NREGA gives rise to programmes that develop not from its willful

provision of a rights-base
- state to a right to work that is enshrined in law. The

benevolence. but as a legally binding response by the st
constraint of resources cannot thus be cited by the government as an excuse for failing to provide works

(Ambasta etal.. 2008). Quality of works is central to the implementation of this programme. There is
complete abolition of contractors from the implementation of NREGA, thereby getting rid of rampant

corruption and labour exploitation that was in vogue in earlier schemes.



