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Chapter 3.4- Leisure
Maharashtra Board 8th English Chapter 3.4, Class 8 English Chapter 3.4 solutions

Questions and Answers

Leisure Poem 8th Std Warming Up:

1. Discuss in groups and share with one another:

Question 1.

The daily routine of your mother and father on working days

Answer:

(Points: what time they get up – what time they leave for work – what time they return home –
have lunch – dinner – bedtime, etc.)

Question 2.

How your family relaxes on weekends

Answer:

(Points: rest at home – visit relatives – shopping – malls – movies – gardens – catch up on
housework, etc.)

Question 3.

When you go for a picnic, what and how do you enjoy it?
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Answer:

(Points: go to the beach/mall /garden/movies etc. – relax and enjoy by yourself – sing songs –
go in big groups – go as a family – go to restaurants for food, etc.)

Question 4.

Do you spend time admiring and thinking over the beauties of nature? Elaborate on your
response.

Answer:

(Points: no beautiful nature around/ gardens nearby – like enjoying natural beauties – prefer city
life – like animals and birds – visit zoos and parks. etc.)

2. When a poet I writer attempts (o describe something in words, so that it appeals to our
five senses (sight, smell, hearing, touch, taste) he/she has used a des ice called Imager.

For example a host of golden daffodils’.

to a chasm, deep and vast and wide’.

Go through other poems in your textbook or other books and find outlines that contain Imagery.
Write them does n along with the name of the poem and line/stanza number.

Answer:

Students can attempt this activity on their own.

3. Prepare un Acrostic from the word ‘Leisure’. The words should be related to what one
likes to do in free time:

1. L ………..
2. E ………….
3. I …………
4. S ………..
5. U ………..
6. Reading stories
7. E …………

Answer:

1. Laze around
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2. Enjoy movies
3. Initiate games
4. Sleep
5. Undertake to clean house
6. Read stories
7. Exercise

1. Say Where:

Question a.

………… do the cows and sheep stand? …………..

Answer:

Beneath the branches of trees.

Question b.

………… do squirrels store their food? ………….

Answer:

In the grass.

Question c.

………….. do stars shine in the daytime …………..

Answer:

In the streams.

Question d.

………….. does Beauty’s smile begin? ……………….

Answer:

In her eyes.

2. Think and answer in your own words:

Question a.
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What could have inspired the poet to compose this poem? Do you think it relates to our
present-day life? Defend your choice.

Answer:

The poet must have seen the busy lives of people around him, who are always in a hurry and
have no leisure to look at the beauty around. Yes, it certainly relates to our present life, which
keeps getting busier and busier. Today, with the Internet, the mobile phone, the computer, and
social networking sites, our lives are getting more I and more artificial and further from nature
than ever before.

Question b.

Which line proves that in our busy lives we do not even have a fraction of a second to
enjoy nature’s beauty?

Answer:

The lines are :

No time to see, when woods we pass

Where squirrels hide their nuts in the grass?

No time to see, in broad daylight,

Are streams full of stars, like skies at night?

No time to turn at Beauty’s glance,

And watch her feet, how they can dance?

No time to wait till her mouth can

Enrich that smile her eyes began.

Question c.

‘Beauty’ in stanza 5 to 6 can refer to a beautiful maiden as well as nature itself. Explain
when and how nature ‘dances’ and also ‘smiles’.

Answer:
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Nature dances during spring and: summer, when the leaves of trees and the flowers sway in the
breeze. Nature smiles at the beginning of spring when the plants begin to once again bloom
slowly.

Question d.

Why does the poet call our life ‘poor’?

Answer:

The poet calls our life ‘poor’ because we are always anxious and under stress. We are
completely cut off from nature and cannot relax and enjoy its beauty. He feels that this type of
life is a ‘poor’ life.

3. You have learned that when u human attribute is given to anything that is not a human
being or it is spoken of as a person, the Figure of Speech used is culled as
‘Personification’:

Question a.

Pick out two examples of Personification from the poem

Answer:

(i) ‘No time to turn at Beauty’s glance, I And watch her feet, how they can; dance?’ Nature has
been given the human qualities of ‘glancing’ and ‘dancing’.

(ii) ‘No time to wait till her mouth can Enrich the smile her eyes began.’ Nature has been given
the human quality of ‘smiling’.

Question b.

Pick out from the poem, two examples of each of the following Figures of Speech:

Question 1.

Alliteration

Answer:

(i) We have no time to stand and stare.’ Repetition of the sound of the letter ‘s’.

(ii) ‘Streams full of stars, like skies at; night.’ Repetition of the sound of the letter ‘s’.
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Question 2.

Simile

Answer:

(i) ‘And stare as long as sheep or cows.’ Here, a direct comparison has been made between
sheep and cows.

(ii) ‘Streams full of stars, like skies at night.’ Here, a direct comparison has been made to the
night skies.

Question 3.

Metaphor

Answer:

(i) ‘No time to turn at Beauty’s; glance.’ Here nature has been implicitly compared to a beautiful
woman.

(ii) ‘Enrich the smile her eyes began.’ Here the blooming of flowers has been implicitly compared
to a woman smiling.

Question c.

The poet opens his poem with a question. Is the question asked to receive some answer?
No. It is a question used to emphasize and stress the fact that modern man has no time
to enrich his life from nature. Such a device used by poets falls under the Figure of
Speech called ‘Interrogation

or ‘Rhetorical Question’. Refer to the poem ‘The Pilgrim’ and find examples of
Interrogation.

Answer:

‘What is this life, if full of care,

We have no time to stand and stare?’

Here the poet asks a question to emphasize and stress the fact that modern man has no time to
appreciate nature.
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(Note: The lines in stanzas 2,3,4,5 and 6 are also examples of Interrogation.)

4. Say where the images from mature given in the poem exist:

Air/Land/Water

Question a.

beneath the thoughts …………..

Answer:

Land

Question b.

squirrel hide nuts in grass …………

Answer:

Land

Question c.

streams in day time ………..

Answer:

Water

Question d.

stars/ skies at night …………

Answer:

Air

5. Make a paraphrase of the poem ‘Leisure’ in your own simple words. Write down in your
notebook.

Answer:
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In this poem, the poet, W.H. Davies, questions the type of life we are leading if we have no time
to appreciate the beauties of nature. He says that we have no time to stand beneath the trees
and stare as sheep and cows do. When we are walking through the woods we have no time to
watch where the squirrels hide their food in the grass. We have no time to look at streams that
sparkle and a twinkle in broad daylight and appear to be full of stars like the skies at night.

We have no time to watch when a beautiful young girl dances, or wait for her lips to complete
the smile which started in her eyes. (We can also say that ‘Beauty’ is nature, and we have no
time to see trees swaying In the breeze or flowers blooming slowly.)

In the concluding lines, the poet repeats that our life is a poor life if it is full of cares and worries
with no time to appreciate and enjoy the beauty of nature.

Additional Important Questions and Answers

Complex Factual Activities:

Question 1.

What does the poet want us to stare at and gain from it?

Answer:

The poet wants us to spare some time from our busy schedules to look at the beauty of nature
and enjoy it.

Question 2.

Enlist the beautiful things in nature that we overlook.

Answer:

We overlook:

1. squirrels hiding their food in the grass
2. twinkling and sparkling streams
3. a beautiful girl smile and dance/trees swaying in the breeze and flowers blooming slowly.

Question 3.

Analysis/ Appreciation Of The Poem

Answer:
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1. Poem and poet: ‘Leisure’ by William Henry Davies.
2. Theme: The poet regrets that ours is a poor life if it is full of cares and worries and we

have no time to appreciate and enjoy the beauty of nature.
3. Tone: Serious and analytical; reflective poem.
4. Structure and stanzas: The stanzas are of two lines each; seven couplets with lines of

equal length.
5. Rhyme and Rhythm: The rhyme scheme is aa, bb, cc, and so on, with the ending words

of each couplet rhyming.
6. Language and Imagery: The language is simple; the poem has many figures of speech

and is full of imagery when the poet describes the beauty of nature.
7. Figures of Speech: Alliteration, Personification, Simile, Metaphor, Repetition,

Interrogation.
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and his Cat
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● Chapter 1.4- Revathi’s Musical

Plants

Unit 2

● Chapter 2.1- Vocation

● Chapter 2.2- Nature Created Man

and Woman as Equals

● Chapter 2.3- The Worm

● Chapter 2.4- Three Visions for
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● Chapter 2.5- The Happy Prince

Unit 3

● Chapter 3.1- The Plate of Gold

● Chapter 3.2- The Kite Festival

● Chapter 3.3- The Last Leaf
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Unit 4

● Chapter 4.1- The Vet

● Chapter 4.2- Revolutionary Steps

in Surgery
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About About Maharashtra State Board
(MSBSHSE)
The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary

Education or MSBSHSE (Marathi: महाराष्ट्र राज्य माध्यमिक आणि उच्च
माध्यमिक शिक्षण मंडळ), is an autonomous and statutory body

established in 1965. The board was amended in the year 1977 under

the provisions of the Maharashtra Act No. 41 of 1965.

The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary & Higher Secondary

Education (MSBSHSE), Pune is an independent body of the

Maharashtra Government. There are more than 1.4 million students

that appear in the examination every year. The Maha State Board

conducts the board examination twice a year. This board conducts the

examination for SSC and HSC.

The Maharashtra government established the Maharashtra State

Bureau of Textbook Production and Curriculum Research, also

commonly referred to as Ebalbharati, in 1967 to take up the

responsibility of providing quality textbooks to students from all

classes studying under the Maharashtra State Board. MSBHSE

prepares and updates the curriculum to provide holistic development

for students. It is designed to tackle the difficulty in understanding the

concepts with simple language with simple illustrations. Every year

around 10 lakh students are enrolled in schools that are affiliated with

the Maharashtra State Board.
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FAQs

Where do I get the Maharashtra State Board Books PDF For free download?

You can download the Maharashtra State Board Books from the eBalbharti

official website, i.e. cart.ebalbharati.in or from this article.

Add image

How to Download Maharashtra State Board Books?

Students can get the Maharashtra Books for primary, secondary, and senior

secondary classes from here.  You can view or download the Maharashtra

State Board Books from this page or from the official website for free of

cost. Students can follow the detailed steps below to visit the official website

and download the e-books for all subjects or a specific subject in different

mediums.

Step 1: Visit the official website ebalbharati.in

Step 2: On the top of the screen, select "Download PDF textbooks"

Step 3: From the "Classes" section, select your class.

Step 4: From "Medium", select the medium suitable to you.

Step 5: All Maharashtra board books for class 11th will now be displayed on

the right side.

Step 6: Click on the "Download" option to download the PDF book.

Who developed the Maharashtra State board books?

As of now, the MSCERT and Balbharti are responsible for the syllabus and

textbooks of Classes 1 to 8, while Classes 9 and 10 are under the

Maharashtra State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary Education

(MSBSHSE).

How many state boards are there in Maharashtra?

The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary & Higher Secondary Education,

conducts the HSC and SSC Examinations in the state of Maharashtra

through its nine Divisional Boards located at Pune, Mumbai, Aurangabad,

Nasik, Kolhapur, Amravati, Latur, Nagpur and Ratnagiri.
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