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Maharashtra Board Solutions for
Class 9- English Kumarbharati:

Chapter 4.1- Please Listen

Class 9: English Kumarbharati Chapter 1 solutions. Complete Class 9 English Kumarbharati
Chapter 1 Notes.

Maharashtra Board Solutions for Class 9- English
Kumarbharati: Chapter 4.1- Please Listen
Maharashtra Board 9th English Kumarbharati Chapter 1, Class 9 English Kumarbharati Chapter
1 solutions

Questions and Answers

Warming Up:

1. Form groups of 6-8. One person (leader) chooses one item – a picture, a paragraph or
a lesson from any one of the 9th standard textbooks and writes the reference on a piece
of paper and folds it. Others ask him/her questions and try to guess what it is, from
his/her answers. Example: (The leader thinks and writes something on a piece of paper.
He folds it and keeps it on the table. Others ask questions.)

Question 1.

Is it something from social studies?

Answer:

No.

Question 2.

From Science or Maths?
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Answer:

No.

Question 3.

Languages?

Answer:

Yes.

Question 4.

From the English Kumarbharati?

Answer:

Yes.

Question 5.

A prose lesson?

Answer:

No.

Question 6.

A nature poem?

Answer:

No.

Question 7.

Is it in the first unit?

Answer:

No.
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Question 8.

Second unit?

Answer:

Yes.

Question 9.

Inspirational poem?

Answer:

Yes.

Invictus!!

Leader shows the folded paper; answer is Invictus!

Agreements and Disagreements.

2. Form pairs. List the things on which you ! have the same opinion and also the ones on
which you have different opinions. Prepare a list of ten things in all and see how far you
agree or disagree with your friend. Some useful phrases are given alongside.

Question 1.

Form pairs. List the things on which you ! have the same opinion and also the ones on which
you have different opinions. Prepare a list of ten things in all and see how far you agree or
disagree with your friend. Some useful phrases are given alongside.

You could talk about:

1. Clothes, latest fashion.
2. Performance of sportsmen and women.
3. Trafficll’ransport in your area.
4. Cleanliness and hygiene in your area.
5. Future occupations/Careers.
6. Latest news items.
7. TV programmes
8. Mobile Apps
9. Any subject of your choice.
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English Workshop:

1. The poet uses a free, conversational style in his poem. It is also called Colloquial style.
Pick out and write down such lines or expressions that support the above statement.

Question 1.

The poet uses a free, conversational style in his poem. It is also called Colloquial style. Pick out
and write down such lines or expressions that support the above statement.

(a) ………………………. You have not done what I asked.

(b) ……………………………………………………………………..

(c) ……………………………………………………………………..

(d) ……………………………………………………………………..

(e) ……………………………………………………………………..

(f) ……………………………………………………………………..

Answer:

(a) You have not done what I asked.

(b) You are trampling on my feelings.
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(c) All that I ask is that you listen.

(d) When you do something for me that I can and need to do for myself, you contribute to my
fear and inadequacy.

(e) But when you accept as a simple fact that I feel what I feel.

(f) then I can stop trying to convince you have not done what I asked.

2. Put the following expressions in a table of Dos and Don’ts as expressed by the poet.

Question 1.

Put the following expressions in a table of Dos and Don’ts as expressed by the poet.

(a) Please listen.

(b) give me advice.

(c) tell me why.

(d) solve my problem

(e) just hear me.

(f) accept as a simple fact

(g) contribute to my fear

(h) wait a minute

Answer:
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Dos
Don’ts

1. please listen 1. give me advice

2. just hear me 2. tell me why

3. accept my feelings as a simple
fact

3. solve my problem

4. wait a minute 4. contribute to my fear

3. Write in your own words.

Question a.

What does the listener do when the poet asks him to just listen? Give 3 points.

Answer:

When the poet asks the listener to just listen, the listener either:

1. gives advice
2. tells him why he shouldn’t feel that way, or
3. tries to solve the; poet’s problem.

Question b.

Why does the poet remark that advice is cheap?

Answer:

The poet remarks that advice is cheap because everyone is willing to give advice. You only had
to write to the agony column of any newspaper with your problems and you could get advice
from the columnists. You had to spend just 20 cents to buy the paper.

Question c.

Which two facts show that the poet is confident of overcoming his irrational feelings?

Answer:
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The two facts that show that the poet ; is confident of overcoming his irrational feelings 5 are :
first, he says he will understand what is behind these feelings. Second, he says that when the
answers become obvious, he will not need any advice.

4. According to the poet, how does God help people when they pray to Him for help?

Question 1.

According to the poet, how does God help people when they pray to Him for help?

Answer:

According to the poet, God doesn’t try to give advice or fix things. He is silent and let’s one work
things out by oneself. That is how God helps people when they pray to Him for help.

5. Why should one learn to tackle one’s problems by one’s own self?

Question 1.

Why should one learn to tackle one’s problems by one’s own self?

Answer:

When one tackles one’s problems by oneself, one overcomes feelings of fear and inadequacy.
Hence one should learn to tackle one’s problems by one’s own self.

6. Why should seniors not over-protect or over-pamper juniors?

Question 1.

Why should seniors not over-protect or over-pamper juniors?

Answer:

If seniors over-protect or over-pamper juniors, the juniors will be unable to stand on their own
feet and face the world. They will not be able to overcome their feelings of fear and inadequacy.
They will not become confident. Hence, seniors should not over-protect or over-pamper juniors.

7. Find out and write down some proverbs/ axioms/quotations that convey a message
similar to ‘Self-help is the best help.’

Question 1.
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Find out and write down some proverbs/ axioms/quotations that convey a message
similar to ‘Self-help is the best help.’

Answer:

Examples:

1. God helps those who help themselves.
2. Self-help is the root of all success.

8. Maintain a diary for at least a week. Write about your interactions with other people in
your surroundings in 3-4 lines. Also write whether you find the interactions happy –
unhappy, satisfactory – unsatisfactory, enjoyable – stressful, etc.

Question 1.

Maintain a diary for at least a week. Write about your interactions with other people in
your surroundings in 3-4 lines. Also write whether you find the interactions happy –
unhappy, satisfactory – unsatisfactory, enjoyable – stressful, etc.

Answer:

Jan. 1: Today is New Year’s day. Holiday for J everyone. Mummy baked a yummy cake. I helped
her. Papa and I went for a long walk in the park. Have made heaps of resolutions. Intend to
keep every one of them. Am full of determination. Have decided to ‘ ask Seemadidi for help. A
wonderful day!

Jan. 2: Not such a good day. Broke my first resolution. Overslept and had to rush to school with
my shoes in my hand! Luckily my homework was all done. Kept my resolution of doing my
studies before going out to play football. Had an argument with Sahil on the ground. But it
ended well.

9. Write an informal letter from a teenager to his/her parent expressing a few thoughts
from the poem.

Question 1.

Write an informal letter from a teenager to his/her parent expressing a few thoughts from
the poem.

Answer:
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Room No. 3

Ladies’ Hostel

Aundh Road

Pune – 411 007.

14th October, 2020

Dearest Mom,

Hi! Sorry, sorry, dear Mom. Are you surprised to see this letter? I wanted to talk to you about
this, but then I thought I will be able to express myself better in a letter.

Mom, when I told you about the problems I was having 1 with my roommate here at the hostel, I
only wanted j you to listen. I knew I was being irrational at times, and I was trying to understand
this feeling. It would have taken me some time, but I would have finally got things sorted out on
my own. I’m sorry, but I did not need advice, or any solutions. Now I’ve solved my problem and I
am at peace.

I’m sorry, Mom, if I’ve hurt you by snapping at your good intentions. But I’m learning. I still need
your support, but I have to make my own way in this world, and this is the first step. Please try to
understand this.

Love you always.

Your loving daughter,

Ananya

10. Read aloud a couple of stanzas of the poem j ‘Invictus’ and ‘Please Listen’. In what
ways do j they differ? Think and fill up the table with a ‘Yes’ or ‘No’.

Question 1.

Read aloud a couple of stanzas of the poem ‘Invictus’ and ‘Please Listen’. In what ways
do j they differ? Think and fill up the table with a ‘Yes’ or ‘No’.
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‘Invictus’ is an example of Traditional Poetry. ‘Please Listen’ is an example of Free Verse.

Answer:

Invictus Please
Listen

1. Rhyming lines Yes No

2. Steady rhythm Yes No

3. Uniformity in length of lines Yes No

4. Uniformity in number of lines in each stanza Yes No

5. Figurative language Yes No

6. Example of Traditional poetry Free verse

Additional Important Questions and Answers

Simple Factual Activity:

Question 1.

Say whether the following statements are True or False:
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Answer:

1. The poet wants advice from the listener – False
2. The poet wants sympathy from the listener – False
3. The poet wants solutions from the listener – False
4. The poet wants the listener to listen to him silently – True

Complex Factual Activity.

Question 1.

How old is the speaker in the poem?

Answer:

The speaker must be a teenager or a young person who is impatient and does not want advice
or solutions.

Question 2.

Who is he/she talking to?

Answer:

He /She is talking to someone older a parent or a friend.

Activities based on Poetic Devices.

Question 1.

Pick out the two verbs that are repeated ; throughout the extract.

Answer:

The verbs ‘ask’ and ‘listen’ are repeated throughout the extract.

Question 2.

What style is the poem written in?

Answer:

The poem is written in the conversational or colloquial style.
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Simple Factual Activity.

Question 1.

Fill in the blanks with the correct words:

Answer:

1. The poet says that he may be discouraged and faltering, but he is not helpless.

2. The poet accepts that he has irrational feelings.

Complex Factual Activities.

Question 1.

Is the speaker aware of his shortcomings?

Answer:

Yes, the speaker is aware of his/her shortcomings.

Question 2.

What must have happened before the speaker says all this?

Answer:

The speaker must have had some emotional stress and problems, some feelings that he/she
could not find reasonable explanations for.

Activities based on Poetic Devices.

Question 1.

Is there any figurative language in the poem?

Answer:

No, there is not much figurative language in the poem.

Simple Factual Activity.

Question 1.
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Complete the web:

(The answers are given directly and underlined.)

Think discuss and answer:

Question a.

Does he/she want to improve?

Answer:

Yes, he/she wants to improve.

Question b.

Is he/she confident that he/she can improve?

Answer:

Yes, he/she is confident that he/she can improve.

Question c.

How does he/she want to work it out?

Answer:

He/She wants to work it out on his/her own.
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Question d.

Is the poet willing to listen to others?

Answer:

Yes, the poet is willing to listen to others.

Answer the following questions:

Question 1.

Discuss how you can be a good listener.

Answer:

To be a good listener, we must pay attention to what a person is saying without interruption. We
must only listen and not try to form replies and counter-arguments in our own mind. We must
also nod and show correct expressions to encourage the speaker.

Activities based on Poetic Devices:

Question 1.

The poet uses a free, conversational style in his poem. It is also called Colloquial style.
Pick out and write down such lines or expressions that support the above statement.

Answer:

1. So please listen, and just hear me

2. And if you want to talk, wait a minute for your turn – and I will listen to you.

Question 2.

Comment upon the length of lines and the number of lines in each stanza.

Answer:

There is no uniformity in the length of lines or the number of lines in each stanza. It appears as
if the poem has first been written in prose and then broken up into separate lines.

Point Format (for understanding).
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● Title: Please Listen!
● Poet: Unknown (anonymous)
● Rhyme Scheme: The poem is in free verse. Hence there is no rhyme scheme.
● Figure of Speech: Repetition. ‘When I ask you to listen to me’. This line has been

repeated in the poem for emphasis.
● Theme/Central idea: The poet tells us how he just wishes that people would listen to a

person’s problems silentiy, instead of giving advice.

The poet is confident that he will find out the reasons behind his irrational feelings and then he
will be able to solve his problems by himself. He feels that prayers probably work because God
just listens to us silently when we pray and then lets us work things out ourselves. Through the
poem, the poet implies that we too should work things out ourselves when we are faced with
difficulties or have some irrational feelings.

Paragraph Format.

The poem ‘Please Listen!’ is written by an unknown poet (anonymous).

The poem is in free verse. Hence there is no rhyme scheme. There are not many figures of
speech. The important Figure of Speech is Repetition: ‘When I ask you to listen to me’. This line
has been repeated in the poem for emphasis.

The poet tells us how he just wishes that people would listen to a person’s problems silently,
instead of giving advice. The poet is confident that he will find out the reasons behind his
irrational feelings and then he will be able to solve his problems by himself. He feels that
prayers probably work because God just listens to us silently when we pray and then lets us
work things out ourselves. Through the poem, the poet implies that we too should work things
out ourselves when we are faced with difficulties or have some irrational feelings.

Vocabulary Focus.

Question 1.

What is the difference between ‘hear’ and ‘listen’?

Answer:

1. ‘To hear’ means to receive with the ear the sound made by someone or something; to be
aware of some sound.

2. ‘To listen’ means to consciously give one’s attention to a sound and try to understand it.
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English Kumarbharati

Unit 1

● Chapter 1.1- Life

● Chapter 1.2- A Synopsis – The

Swiss Family Robinson

● Chapter 1.3- Have you ever

seen…?

● Chapter 1.4- Have you thought

of the verb ‘have’ …

● Chapter 1.5- The Necklace

Unit 2

● Chapter 2.1-  Invictus

● Chapter 2.2- A True Story of

Sea Turtles

● Chapter 2.3- Somebody’s
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● Chapter 2.4- The Fall of Troy

● Chapter 2.5- Autumn

● Chapter 2.6- The Past in the
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Unit 3

● Chapter 3.1- Silver

● Chapter 3.2- Reading Works of

Art

● Chapter 3.3- The Road Not

Taken

● Chapter 3.4- How the First

Letter was Written

Unit 4

● Chapter 4.1- Please Listen

● Chapter 4.2- The Storyteller

● Chapter 4.3- Intellectual

Rubbish

● Chapter 4.4- My Financial

Career

● Chapter 4.5- Tansen
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About About Maharashtra State Board
(MSBSHSE)
The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary

Education or MSBSHSE (Marathi: महाराष्ट्र राज्य माध्यमिक आणि उच्च
माध्यमिक शिक्षण मंडळ), is an autonomous and statutory body

established in 1965. The board was amended in the year 1977 under

the provisions of the Maharashtra Act No. 41 of 1965.

The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary & Higher Secondary

Education (MSBSHSE), Pune is an independent body of the

Maharashtra Government. There are more than 1.4 million students

that appear in the examination every year. The Maha State Board

conducts the board examination twice a year. This board conducts the

examination for SSC and HSC.

The Maharashtra government established the Maharashtra State

Bureau of Textbook Production and Curriculum Research, also

commonly referred to as Ebalbharati, in 1967 to take up the

responsibility of providing quality textbooks to students from all

classes studying under the Maharashtra State Board. MSBHSE

prepares and updates the curriculum to provide holistic development

for students. It is designed to tackle the difficulty in understanding the

concepts with simple language with simple illustrations. Every year

around 10 lakh students are enrolled in schools that are affiliated with

the Maharashtra State Board.
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FAQs

Where do I get the Maharashtra State Board Books PDF For free download?

You can download the Maharashtra State Board Books from the eBalbharti

official website, i.e. cart.ebalbharati.in or from this article.

Add image

How to Download Maharashtra State Board Books?

Students can get the Maharashtra Books for primary, secondary, and senior

secondary classes from here.  You can view or download the Maharashtra

State Board Books from this page or from the official website for free of

cost. Students can follow the detailed steps below to visit the official website

and download the e-books for all subjects or a specific subject in different

mediums.

Step 1: Visit the official website ebalbharati.in

Step 2: On the top of the screen, select "Download PDF textbooks"

Step 3: From the "Classes" section, select your class.

Step 4: From "Medium", select the medium suitable to you.

Step 5: All Maharashtra board books for class 11th will now be displayed on

the right side.

Step 6: Click on the "Download" option to download the PDF book.

Who developed the Maharashtra State board books?

As of now, the MSCERT and Balbharti are responsible for the syllabus and

textbooks of Classes 1 to 8, while Classes 9 and 10 are under the

Maharashtra State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary Education

(MSBSHSE).

How many state boards are there in Maharashtra?

The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary & Higher Secondary Education,

conducts the HSC and SSC Examinations in the state of Maharashtra

through its nine Divisional Boards located at Pune, Mumbai, Aurangabad,

Nasik, Kolhapur, Amravati, Latur, Nagpur and Ratnagiri.
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About IndCareer

IndCareer.com is a leading developer of online career guidance resources for the Indian
marketplace. Established in 2007, IndCareer.com is currently used by over thousands of
institutions across India, including schools, employment agencies, libraries, colleges
and universities.

IndCareer.com is designed to assist you in making the right career decision - a decision
that meets your unique interests and personality.

For any clarifications or questions you can write to info@indcareer.com

Postal Address

IndCareer.com

52, Shilpa Nagar,

Somalwada

Nagpur -  440015

Maharashtra, India

WhatsApp: +91 9561 204 888

Website: https://www.indcareer.com
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