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Class 8: English Chapter 2.3 solutions. Complete Class 8 English Chapter 2.3 Notes.

Maharashtra Board Solutions for Class 8- English:
Chapter 2.3- The Worm

Maharashtra Board 8th English Chapter 2.3, Class 8 English Chapter 2.3 solutions
Questions and Answers
Warming Up:

1. ‘Worms play a very important role; in maintaining ecological balance. They are friends
of farmers.’ Form groups and discuss the significance; of worms in the above two roles.

(Point: worms — loosen the soil-bring up fertile soil-turn organic garbage into organic
fertilizers-provide/proteins, etc.)

(Students can discuss this as Oral Work.)

2. Think and write down how the following creatures can be useful:
Question a.

DragonFly:

Answer:

eats mosquitoes and flies; controls unwanted insects.

Question b.

Spider:

Answer:
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keeps insect population under control.
Question c.

Ants:

Answer:

turn and aerate the soil; help; in seed dispersal.
Question d.

Honeybees:

Answer:

provide honey; help in pollination.

Question e.

Earthworms:

Answer:

loosen the soil; turn organic garbage into fertilizer.

3. Little creatures in nature can also be your teachers. Think and write: what we can learn
from the following:

Question a.

Bees:

Answer:

organization; hard work self-sacrifice
Question b.

Ants:

Answer:

team work hard work discipline
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Question c.

Spiders:

Answer:

patience perseverance
Question d.

Caterpillars:

Answer:

patience acceptance of change

4. Breeding worms to convert organic waste into fertilizer is called Vermiculture or
Vermicomposting.

Find out more about Vermiculture and how you can carry out the same in your garden/backyard
to fertilize your plants at home.

(Students can attempt this on their own as a project.)

1. Read the poem aloud and you ill find some old outdated words that we do not use in
everyday language now.

However, some writers poets use them to impart an old-fashioned flavour to suit the background
of their write-up. Such words are called Archaic words.

Give the modem words for the archaic words from the poem.

thy
being
bestow’d
thee
thou
canst

ok~ wN -

Answer:

1. thy —your
2. being - life
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bestow’d — gifted/given as a gift
thee — you

thou — you

cans’t — can

ook w

Read any poem | sonnet by William Shakespeare. Pick out archaic words and guess what
they mean.

2. The poet uses a device where he directly addresses someone absent or abstarct. Such
a device is the Figure of Speech called ‘Apostrophe’.

For example: Turn, turn, thy, hasty, foot aside.

Pick out any two other lines from the poem that on1uin an Apostrophe.
Answer:

(D) Turn, turn thy hasty foot aside

(ii) Let them enjoy their little day

(iii) O do not lightly take away

The life thou canst not give.

3. Think and answer in your own words jn your notebook:
Question a.

Why does the poet appeal to us to respect the life of worms?
OR

Why should we take care even of small worms?

Answer:

The poet urges us to remember that every creature on this earth is created by God for some
purpose. We must hence respect every creature, big or small, for each has its own role to play
in this universe. Besides, we have no right to lightly take away a life which we cannot give back.

Question b.

Why had God created worms? What is their ecological importance?
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Answer:

Every creature on this earth is created by God for some purpose. Worms play a very important
role in maintaining ecological balance. They loosen and aerate the mud and bring up fertile,
nutrient-rich soil. They turn organic garbage into organic fertilizers. Their bodies provide
proteins.

Thus, though they are so small, they play a huge role in maintaining ecological balance, and this
is the purpose for which God created them.

Question c.

Live and let live’ is a famous proverb. Which lines from the poem support this proverb?
Answer:

The lines from the poem that support the proverb ‘Live and let live’ Eire:

(i) Turn, turn thy hasty foot aside Nor crush that helpless worm

(ii) Let them enjoy their little day

(iii) Do not lightly take away The life thou canst not give

Question d.

Does the poem urge us to protect | only worms ? What is the general message conveyed
through the poem?

Answer:

Though the poem is about the worm, the general message is that God has created all the
creatures on earth, big ? and small, and every creature has a role to play. All beings have equal
rights over the bounties of the earth. No one can take away a life that he/she cannot give.

4. Find from the library or internet other poems composed on tiny Hing creatures. Try to
understand the message in each of them.

5. ‘Even small things in nature play a big role. So protect nature!’
Frame some solgans based on the above topic.
Draft a short speech on the abose topic, which you could give at your school assembly.
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Use the following steps while drafting.
(1) Greeting
(2) Salutation
(3) Self-introduction
(4) Introduction of the topic
(5) Body of the speech
(6) Conclusion
(7) Expression of gratitude to audience
Answer:
Small But Important

Respected Principal, teachers and my dear friends, Good morning. Today is 5th June, World
Environment Day, and on this important day I, Smruti Kamath, would like to say a few words on
the huge role played by the small things in nature.

Let me begin with the earthworm. The earthworm is rightly called the friend of the farmer for it
helps the farmer in immeasurable ways. It not only loosens and turns up the soil, it converts
garbage into organic fertilizer too. Those minute creatures, ants, help in aerating the soil and in
seed dispersal. Bees, in addition to providing honey, are indispensable in pollination. We owe
our food to the work done by these little insects. Dragonflies and spiders keep down the insect
population by eating insects. Frogs and fish eat the larvae of mosquitoes.

| could go on and on, extolling the virtues and the uses of every little being on this earth.
However, time does not permit me to do this, and | end my speech by requesting all of you here
to understand and respect the importance and the place of every little creature on this earth.
Thank you.

6. Puruphrase the poem in your own simple language. Write it down in your notebook.
Answer:

In this poem, the poet tells the reader, who is in a hurry, to turn his foot aside so that he does not
crush the helpless worm. The reader may be filled with scorn and hatred for the worm, but it was
created by God.
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The same God who made human beings and all other things that move has also given a portion
of His unlimited love to the poor worm.

God has given the sun, the moon and the stars free to all the creatures He created. The grass
that grows over the earth was made for worms as well as for human beings. The poet urges the
reader to allow the worms to enjoy their brief life with its humble pleasures. He tells us not to
take away a life which we cannot give.

7. Frame a pointwise Analysis of the poem ‘The worm’. Use the following points.
Answer:
(a) Poem and poet: ‘The Worm’ by Thomas Gisborne.

(b) Theme: Respect every creature big or small, for each has its own role to play in this
universe.

(c) Tone: Serious and thought-provoking in the imperative.
(d) Structure and stanzas: Stanzas of four lines each short lines.

(e) Rhyme and Rhythm: Rhyme scheme: abab, cdcd, and so on. The last words of the first and
third line and second and fourth line of every stanza rhyme, Rhythm is smooth.

(f) Language and Imagery: Archaic language; no imagery.

(g) Figures of Speech: Apostrophe, Inversion.

Additional Important Questions and Answers

Complete the following:

Question 1.

The other creations of God that are mentioned in the poem are the sun,
Answer:

the moon, the stars, the earth, blades of grass and humans.

Question 2.

The thought in the last two lines is that .
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Answer:

we have no right to lightly take away a life that we cannot give back.
Question 3.

Pick out examples of Inversion from the poem.

Answer:

(i) On that poor worm bestow’d

(ii) The sun, the moon the stars He made To all His creatures free.
Writing Skills:

Question 1.

Even small things in nature play a big role. So protect nature Frame some slogans based
on the above topic.

Answer:

(i) Nurture nature and get/nurtured by nature.
(ii) All creatures great and small.

The good Lord made them all.

(iii) Take care of one and all.

All creatures great and small.
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About About Maharashtra State Board
(MSBSHSE)

The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary
Education or MSBSHSE (Marathi: AgRISE Tod ATEI A 371701 3
AT A RANET0T AS®D), is an autonomous and statutory body
established in 1965. The board was amended in the year 1977 under
the provisions of the Maharashtra Act No. 41 of 1965.

The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary & Higher Secondary
Education (MSBSHSE), Pune is an independent body of the
Maharashtra Government. There are more than 1.4 million students
that appear in the examination every year. The Maha State Board
conducts the board examination twice a year. This board conducts the
examination for SSC and HSC.

The Maharashtra government established the Maharashtra State
Bureau of Textbook Production and Curriculum Research, also
commonly referred to as Ebalbharati, in 1967 to take up the
responsibility of providing quality textbooks to students from all
classes studying under the Maharashtra State Board. MSBHSE
prepares and updates the curriculum to provide holistic development
for students. It is designed to tackle the difficulty in understanding the
concepts with simple language with simple illustrations. Every year
around 10 lakh students are enrolled in schools that are affiliated with
the Maharashtra State Board.
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FAQs
Where do I get the Maharashtra State Board Books PDF For free download?

You can download the Maharashtra State Board Books from the eBalbharti
official website, i.e. cart.ebalbharati.in or from this article.

Add image
How to Download Maharashtra State Board Books?

Students can get the Maharashtra Books for primary, secondary, and senior
secondary classes from here. You can view or download the Maharashtra
State Board Books from this page or from the official website for free of
cost. Students can follow the detailed steps below to visit the official website
and download the e-books for all subjects or a specific subject in different
mediums.

Step 1: Visit the official website ebalbharati.in

Step 2: On the top of the screen, select "Download PDF textbooks"
Step 3: From the "Classes" section, select your class.
Step 4: From "Medium", select the medium suitable to you.

Step 5: All Maharashtra board books for class 11th will now be displayed on
the right side.

Step 6: Click on the "Download" option to download the PDF book.
Who developed the Maharashtra State board books?

As of now, the MSCERT and Balbharti are responsible for the syllabus and
textbooks of Classes 1 to 8, while Classes 9 and 10 are under the
Maharashtra State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary Education
(MSBSHSE).

How many state boards are there in Maharashtra?

The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary & Higher Secondary Education,
conducts the HSC and SSC Examinations in the state of Maharashtra
through its nine Divisional Boards located at Pune, Mumbai, Aurangabad,
Nasik, Kolhapur, Amravati, Latur, Nagpur and Ratnagiri.
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About IndCareer

IndCareer.com is a leading developer of online career guidance resources for the Indian
marketplace. Established in 2007, IndCareer.com is currently used by over thousands of
institutions across India, including schools, employment agencies, libraries, colleges
and universities.

IndCareer.com is designed to assist you in making the right career decision - a decision
that meets your unique interests and personality.

For any clarifications or questions you can write to info@indcareer.com
Postal Address

IndCareer.com
52, Shilpa Nagar,
Somalwada
Nagpur - 440015

Maharashtra, India

WhatsApp: +91 9561 204 888

Website: https://www.indcareer.com
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