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Maharashtra Board Solutions for Class 8- English:

Chapter 2.1- Vocation

Maharashtra Board 8th English Chapter 2.1, Class 8 English Chapter 2.1 solutions

Questions and Answers

Warming Up

1. Pick out the words that refer to ‘means of living’ and fill them in the web:

(profession / recreation / occupation /job / pastime / employment / hobby / career /

entertainment /mission/ trade / business / sports / retirement / placement)
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Answer:

2. Using a good dictionary. find the shades of difference in the following:

Question 1.

Profession

Answer:

‘Profession’ refers to a paid occupation, especially one that involves pro-longed training and a

formal qualification.

Question 2.

Vocation

Answer:

‘Vocation’ refers to an occupation for which a person is specially drawn or suited.

Question 3.

Business

Answer:

https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-8-english-chapter-2-1
-vocation/

https://www.indcareer.com/schools/ncert-solutions-for-4th-class-maths-chapter-14-smart-charts/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-8-english-chapter-2-1-vocation/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-8-english-chapter-2-1-vocation/


‘Business’ refers to the activity of buying or selling goods or services; a commercial activity done

by a person at his own risk.

Question 4.

Occupation

Answer:

‘Occupation’ refers to a person’s usual or principal work or business, especially as a means of

earning a living.

3. When a word is formed from a sound associated with it, it is called an

Onomatopoetic Word.

For example : bang, tap, tinkle. crash, whistle etc.

If an Onomatopoetic word occurs in the lines of a poem, the Figure of Speech in

that line is Onomatopoeia.

Write down eight to ten Onomatopoetic words on your own.

Answer:

1. buzz

2. whoosh

3. clang

4. chirp

5. clap

6. howl

7. hiss

8. grunt

9. purr

10. quack

1. Which of the following words / phrases match in meaning to the underlined

ones?

(a) deserted

(b) exposed to heat

(c) dirties the clothings
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(d) no particular route

(e) following imaginary goals

(f) scolds and corrects

Question 1.

nobody takes him to task ………..

Answer:

scolds and corrects

Question 2.

………. if he gets baked in the sun …………..

Answer:

exposed to heat

Question 3.

………….chasing the shadows with my lantern ……………..

Answer:

following imaginary goals

Question 4.

The lane is dark and lonely ……………..

Answer:

deserted

Question 5.

………….. he soils his clothes with dust ………….

Answer:

dirties the clothings
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Question 6.

…………. There is no road he must take ………….

Answer:

no particular route

2. Read the poem and fill in the table.

Time of

the day

Locatio

n

Poet’s

Activity

Hawker’s

Activities

Gardener’s

Activities

Watchman’s

Activities

Morning

Afternoon

Night

Answer:

Time of

the day

Location Poet’s

Activity

Hawker’s

Activities

Gardener’s

Activities

Watchman’s

Activities

Morning In the

lane

Walking to

school

Selling

Bangles

Afternoo

n

Near the

poet’s

house

Walking

home from

school

Digging the

ground

Night The poet’s

home

Watching

thr

watchman

from his

bed.

Walking up and

down the

street.Swinging

his latern.

3. Think and answer in your own words:
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Question a.

What could be the age group of the speaker in the poem?

Answer:

The speaker in the poem is a young school-going boy.

Question b.

What is the difference between a hawker and a shopkeeper?

Answer:

The difference between a hawker and a shopkeeper is that a hawker does not have a fixed shop.

He goes from street to street selling his wares. A shopkeeper has a fixed shop and people who

want to buy his goods must go to his shop.

Question c.

How do parents react when they see children soil their clothes in dust and heat?

Answer:

When parents see their children exposed to heat or soil their clothes in the dust, they scold them

and stop them from doing it.

Question d.

Why is the street light compared to a one-red-eyed-giant?

Answer:

The street light is very tall and has a single red light at the top. Hence it is compared to a giant

with one red eye.

Question e.

What exactly does the speaker in the poem crave for?

Answer:
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The speaker in the poem, who is a young school-going boy, craves for complete freedom to do

whatever he wants and whenever he wants. He wants freedom from authority. He wants to lead

a carefree life.

Question f.

Does the poet really wish to become a hawker/gardener/watchman? Justify your

response.

Answer:

The poet does not really wish to become a hawker/gardener/watchman. He is childish and sees

only what he thinks is their ‘carefree’ life. He does not see the difficulties. He actually only craves

for complete freedom from authority.

4. Say why the speaker of the poem wishes to be:

Question a.

Hawker:

Answer:

The speaker in the poem feels that there is nothing to hurry the hawker. There is no fixed road

he must travel by, no place that he must go to and no time when he must get back home. The

speaker feels he is lucky and hence he wishes to be a hawker. It means that the speaker wants to

be free to do what he wants and go where he wants to, without any restrictions.

Question b.

Gardener:

Answer:

The speaker in the poem sees that the gardener in the nearby house is digging the ground. He

does what he likes with his spade. He is free to get his clothes soiled with mud, get baked in the

sun or get wet. No one scolds him. Hence the speaker wishes to be a gardener so that he is able

to enjoy freedom in the open without any restrictions.

Question c.

Watchman:

Answer:
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The speaker is in his bed Through the open window, he can see the watchman walking up and

down the dark and lonely street with a lantern in his hand. The speaker is resentful that he has

to go to bed. He thinks that the watchman never goes to bed in his life. Hence he wishes to

become a watchman and walk up and down in the dark street at night, having fun chasing the

shadows with his lantern

5. Pick outlines that contain Alliteration. Simile, Repetition, Onomatopoeia:

(a) Alliteration:

(i) ‘I can see through the gate the gardener digging the ground.’ Repetition of the sound of the

letter ‘t’ and ‘g’.

(ii) ‘He does what he likes with his spade, he soils his clothes…’ Repetition of the sound of the

letter ‘h’.

(iii) ‘nobody takes him to task’ Repetition of the sound of the letter ‘t’.

(b) Simile:

‘The street lamp stands like a giant with one red eye in its head.’ The street lamp is directly

compared to a giant, using the word ‘like’.

(c) Repetition:

(i) The words ‘Bangles, crystal bangles’ are repeated to create images in our mind of the hawker.

(ii) The words ‘no’ and ‘nobody’ are repeated for emphasis.

(d) Onomatopoeia:

‘the gong sounds ten’ : the word ‘gong’ is an onomatopoeic word formed from the sound

associated with it.

6. Some poets do not use uniformity in rhyming words, nor a steady rhythm. Such poems with

no uniformity in rhyme, rhythm, length of lines, or stanzas are called Free Verse. Walt Whitman,

Ezra Pound, T.S. Eliot, Rabindranath Tagore are some famous poets who have composed poems

in Free Verse.

A quick glance at the poem Vocution’ reveals that the style used by Tagore is Free Verse.

Now turn the pages of your textbook and see if you can find other poems in Free Verse.

7. ‘occupation/profession/business would you like to take up in the future?
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Prepare a fact file for the same using the following points.

1. Name of the vocation / profession / business ……….

2. Educational qualifications required ………..

3. Work profile/description………..

4. Opportunities for advancement …………..

5. our personal skills/talents for the choice …………..

Answer:

1. Name of the vocation/profession/business: Engineering

2. Educational qualifications required: B.E/B.Tech

3. Work profile/description: Setting up of projects/setting up plants/inventing new

instruments and machines

4. Opportunities for advancement: Excellent in a developing country like India

5. Your personal skills/talents for the choice: My interest in seeing how various machines

work and my talent in repairing simple instruments.

8. Read and understand the following poem paper Boats’ and write its

paraphrase in your own simple language. (You may take the help of a dictionary

or the internet.) The first line is done for you.

(Day after day. one after another. I sail paper boats on the stream of flowing water.)

Answer:

Paper Boats

Day after day, one after another, I sail paper boats on the stream of flowing water. I write my

name and the name of my village on the boats in big black letters. I hope that someone in some

strange land will find them and know who I am. I fill my little boats with ‘shiuli’ flowers and

hope that these flowers which I have picked at dawn will be carried safely to land in the night.

I set my paper boats in motion and look up at the sky. The little clouds have white bulging tails

behind them that look like the sails of a boat. I do not know if there is a young child like me up in

the sky, who wants to play with me, and sends his boats down through the air to race with my

boats.

When it is night, I bury my face in my arms and dream that my paper boats are floating in the

air under the stars at midnight. The fairies who bring sleep are sailing in them, and they are

filling their baskets with dreams.

Additional Important Questions and Answers
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Choose the correct alternative and rewrite the complete sentence:

Question 1.

The hawker is advertising aloud for selling metal bangles/crystal bangles.

Answer:

The hawker is advertising aloud for selling crystal bangles.

Question 2.

The narrator/The gardener is scolded if he gets dirty.

Answer:

The narrator is scolded if he gets dirty.

Question 3.

The speaker in the poem is a young school-going boy/an adult going to work.

Answer:

The speaker in the poem is a young school-going boy.

Complete the following:

Question 1.

The difference between a hawker and a shopkeeper is _____.

Answer:

that a hawker does not have a fixed shop. He goes from street to street selling his wares. A

shopkeeper has a fixed shop and people who want to buy his goods must go to his shop

Question 2.

When parents see their children exposed to heat or soil their clothes in the dust,

they ________.

Answer:

https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-8-english-chapter-2-1
-vocation/

https://www.indcareer.com/schools/ncert-solutions-for-4th-class-maths-chapter-14-smart-charts/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-8-english-chapter-2-1-vocation/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-8-english-chapter-2-1-vocation/


scold them and stop them from doing it.

Question 3.

The watchman is accompanied by _______.

Answer:

his lantern and his shadow.

Question 4.

The street lamp appears to be _______.

Answer:

a giant with one red eye in its head.

Question 5.

Analysis/Appreciation Of The Poem

Answer:

1. Poem and poet: ‘Vocation’ by Rabindranath Tagore

2. Theme: The longing of a young boy for freedom.

3. Tone: direct; full of craving

4. Structure and stanzas: Stanzas of unequal length; the number and length of lines vary.

5. Rhyme and Rhythm: No rhymes or rhythm; the poem is in Free Verse.

6. Language and Imagery: Simple and direct; vivid images of the hawker, the j gardener

and the watchman.

7. Figures of Speech: Alliteration, Simile, Repetition, Onomatopoeia.
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Unit 1

● Chapter 1.1- A Time To Believe

● Chapter 1.2- Dick Whittington

and his Cat

● Chapter 1.3- The Pilgrim

● Chapter 1.4- Revathi’s Musical

Plants

Unit 2

● Chapter 2.1- Vocation

● Chapter 2.2- Nature Created Man

and Woman as Equals

● Chapter 2.3- The Worm

● Chapter 2.4- Three Visions for

India

● Chapter 2.5- The Happy Prince

Unit 3

● Chapter 3.1- The Plate of Gold

● Chapter 3.2- The Kite Festival

● Chapter 3.3- The Last Leaf

● Chapter 3.4- Leisure

Unit 4

● Chapter 4.1- The Vet

● Chapter 4.2- Revolutionary Steps

in Surgery

● Chapter 4.3- The Bees

● Chapter 4.4- Ramanujan

● Chapter 4.5- A Battle to Baffle
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About About Maharashtra State Board
(MSBSHSE)
The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary

Education or MSBSHSE (Marathi: महाराष्ट्र राज्य माध्यमिक आणि उच्च
माध्यमिक शिक्षण मंडळ), is an autonomous and statutory body

established in 1965. The board was amended in the year 1977 under

the provisions of the Maharashtra Act No. 41 of 1965.

The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary & Higher Secondary

Education (MSBSHSE), Pune is an independent body of the

Maharashtra Government. There are more than 1.4 million students

that appear in the examination every year. The Maha State Board

conducts the board examination twice a year. This board conducts the

examination for SSC and HSC.

The Maharashtra government established the Maharashtra State

Bureau of Textbook Production and Curriculum Research, also

commonly referred to as Ebalbharati, in 1967 to take up the

responsibility of providing quality textbooks to students from all

classes studying under the Maharashtra State Board. MSBHSE

prepares and updates the curriculum to provide holistic development

for students. It is designed to tackle the difficulty in understanding the

concepts with simple language with simple illustrations. Every year

around 10 lakh students are enrolled in schools that are affiliated with

the Maharashtra State Board.
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FAQs

Where do I get the Maharashtra State Board Books PDF For free download?

You can download the Maharashtra State Board Books from the eBalbharti

official website, i.e. cart.ebalbharati.in or from this article.

Add image

How to Download Maharashtra State Board Books?

Students can get the Maharashtra Books for primary, secondary, and senior

secondary classes from here.  You can view or download the Maharashtra

State Board Books from this page or from the official website for free of

cost. Students can follow the detailed steps below to visit the official website

and download the e-books for all subjects or a specific subject in different

mediums.

Step 1: Visit the official website ebalbharati.in

Step 2: On the top of the screen, select "Download PDF textbooks"

Step 3: From the "Classes" section, select your class.

Step 4: From "Medium", select the medium suitable to you.

Step 5: All Maharashtra board books for class 11th will now be displayed on

the right side.

Step 6: Click on the "Download" option to download the PDF book.

Who developed the Maharashtra State board books?

As of now, the MSCERT and Balbharti are responsible for the syllabus and

textbooks of Classes 1 to 8, while Classes 9 and 10 are under the

Maharashtra State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary Education

(MSBSHSE).

How many state boards are there in Maharashtra?

The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary & Higher Secondary Education,

conducts the HSC and SSC Examinations in the state of Maharashtra

through its nine Divisional Boards located at Pune, Mumbai, Aurangabad,

Nasik, Kolhapur, Amravati, Latur, Nagpur and Ratnagiri.
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About IndCareer

IndCareer.com is a leading developer of online career guidance resources for the Indian
marketplace. Established in 2007, IndCareer.com is currently used by over thousands of
institutions across India, including schools, employment agencies, libraries, colleges
and universities.

IndCareer.com is designed to assist you in making the right career decision - a decision
that meets your unique interests and personality.
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