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Questions and Answers

Warming Up:

1. Suppose you suffer from a long – term illness (one or two weeks), what should you do
and what should you avoid? Fill up the table of Do’s and Don’ts:

Do’s
Don’ts

(1) Go to a doctor for a diagnosis. (1) Do not …………..

(2) ………… (2) Do not avoid medication on
time.

(3) Take a suitable diet. (3) Avoid …………..

(4) Take rest. (4) Avoid physical stress and
exertion.

(5) Rest in a properly ventilated room. (5) Do not …………….

(6) Have cheerful thoughts, courage, a
positive attitude.

(6) Do not lose …….. and
………….

Answer:
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Do’s
Don’ts

(1) Go to a doctor for diagnosis. (1) Do not try any medication on
your own.

(2) Take medicines on time. (2) Do not avoid medication on
time.

(3) Take a suitable diet. (3) Avoid junk food.

(4) Take rest. (4) Avoid physical stress and
exertion.

(5) Rest in a properly ventilated room. (5) Do not close doors and
windows.

(6) Have cheerful thoughts, courage, a
positive attitude.

(6) Do not lose hope and courage.

2. You already know that Homophones are pairs of words that sound the same but differ
in spellings and meanings:

For example sum and some

There are some words that even have the same spelling and pronunciations, but have different
meanings in different situations or contexts.

For example: bat (a bird) and ki (sports / games equipment)

Such words are called Homographs.

Make pairs of sentences of your own to point out the different meanings of the following
Homographs

Question 1.

fine:

Answer:

(i) The new driver had to pay a fine for breaking the signal.
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(ii) We decided to go for a picnic only if the day was fine.

Question 2.

wave:

Answer:

(i) Ronny waved to his father before going for the picnic.

(ii) The waves in the sea before the tsunami were huge.

Question 3.

bear:

Answer:

(i) The grizzly bear hibernates during winter.

(ii) Simi could not bear to see the two cats fighting.

Question 4.

rose:

Answer:

(i) The rose is a beautiful flower.

(ii) The teacher rose from her chair to explain the sum.

Question 5.

lead:

Answer:

(i) Lead is used in pencils.

(ii) A good king leads his country to prosperity.

Question 6.
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match:

Answer:

(i) Though we lost the match, we were not upset,

(ii) “Buy the shoes only if they match the dress,” said mother to Madhu.

Question 7.

second:

Answer:

(i) Every second counts when we are writing an examination paper.

(ii) “Take the second turn on the right,” directed the policeman.

Question 8.

object:

Answer:

(i) The lawyer objected to what the witness said.

(ii) The objects on the table were taken away before the girl could see them properly.

1. Read the story and choose the appropriate meanings:

Question a.

Struggling artists:

(i) artists fighting with one another

(ii) artists trying hard to earn a living

(iii) artists painting war scenes

Answer:

(ii) artists trying hard to earn a living
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Question b.

Skeleton branches:

(i) bones branching out from joints

(ii) leafy branches

(iii) bare branches

Answer:

(iii) bare branches

Question c.

Wielded the brush:

(i) painted skillfully

(ii) broke the brush

(iii) joined the broken brush

Answer:

(i) painted skillfully

Question d.

Palette:

(i) the tip of the brush

(ii) a board used by artists to mix colours

(iii) a fancy dinner plate

Answer:

(ii) a board used by artists to mix colours

Question e.
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Masterpiece:

(i) a master who promotes peace

(ii) the very first creation of on artist

(iii) an exceptionally beautiful work of art

Answer:

(iii) an exceptionally beautiful work of art

2. Make pairs of sentences to show the difference between the meanings of the following
Homographs from the story:

Question a.

interest

Answer:

(i) The bank promised a high rate of interest to its customers.

(ii) The audience soon lost interest in the boring match.

Question b.

well

Answer:

(i) The well was so deep that one could not see the water.

(ii) The Principal sent Sumeet home as he was not feeling well.

Question c.

left

Answer:

(i) When Roma turned to her left, she saw a long line of taxis.

(ii) The Mayor had left before it begem to rain.
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Question d.

just

Answer:

(i) The children had just left when the magician arrived.

(ii) It is the duty of a judge to be just.

Question e.

mind

Answer:

(i) “Mind your language!” said the man to the rude young boy angrily.

(ii) We should try not to have any negative thoughts in our mind.

3. State the facts about the story:

Main characters:

Problem:

Attempts made to solve it:

Climax / Turning point:

Problem solved:

End:

Answer:

Main characters: Sue, Johnsy, the doctor and Behrman

Problem: Johnsy’s negative attitude, her lack of will to live and the fancy that she would die
when the last leaf fell from the ivy vine.

Attempts made to solve it: The doctor informed Sue that Johnsy would recover only if she had
the wish to live. Sue looked after her well and tried to make her think positively. Finally, Behrman
painted a leaf on the wall so that the last leaf would never fall, and Johnsy would live.
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Climax/Tuming point:

(i) When Johnsy sees the last leaf still clinging to the vine, and realizes that she has been given
a message that she was wicked to want to die.

(ii) The sweeper finding Behrman in very wet clothes and shoes, with scattered brushes and a
palette with yellow and green colors mixed on it.

Problem solved: Johnsy realizes her mistake and begins to look forward to life again.

End: Though Johnsy lives, Behrman, who painted the last leaf, contracts pneumonia due to
exposure to rain and snow. He dies due to his efforts. He dies so that Johnsy lives.

4. Say whether the following statements are right or wrong:

Question a.

Sue and Johnsy were very close friends.

Answer:

Right

Question b.

Sue was a rich girl.

Answer:

Wrong

Question c.

Johnsy was hopeful that she will live.

Answer:

Wrong

Question d.

Behrman was a hard-hearted person.

Answer:
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Wrong

Question e.

The last leaf fell off during the rain.

Answer:

Right

Question f.

Johnsy realized that her thinking was wrong.

Answer:

Right

Question g.

Behrman did not know anything about the last leaf on the ivy.

Answer:

Wrong

5. Correct the following statements:

Question a.

Sue and Johnsy were good neighbours.

Answer:

Sue and Johnsy were very good friends.

Question b.

Johnsy was eager to recover from her illness.

Answer:

Johnsy had made up her mind that she was not going to recover.
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Question c.

Sue ignored Johnsy completely.

Answer:

Sue looked after Johnsy well.

Question d.

Behrman was a very heartless person.

Answer:

Behrman was a very kind-hearted person.

Question e.

The real ivy leaf did not fall off at all.

Answer:

The real ivy leaf fell off the night it rained and snowed.

Question f.

The last leaf was a real leaf that survived.

Answer:

The last leaf was a leaf painted on the wall by Behrman.

6. Read the descriptions of the following from the story and describe any one of them
using your own words:

Question 1.

The ivy vine

Answer:

Outside the window there was an old ivy vine, gnarled and decayed at the roots. It had climbed
half way up the brick wall. It had lost most of its leaves due to the cold autumn. Only a few bare
branches were left, clinging to the bricks.
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Question 2.

Behrman

Answer:

Behrman was a struggling painter who lived on the ground floor of the building where Sue and
Johnsy lived. He was a failure in art, for though he had been painting for forty years, he had not
made any money. He always dreamt about painting a masterpiece, and often spoke about it, but
had never got round to doing it. He served as a model for the young artists in the colony, who
could not afford other models.

He was shocked when he heard about Johnsy’s fancy and thought that the place was not good
for her. He was a generous, compassionate and kind- hearted man. Even though he was old, he
braved the wind, rain and snow to go out and paint the last leaf on the wall. He died in order that
Johnsy could live.

Question 3.

The last leaf that Johnsy saw

Answer:

The last leaf that Johnsy saw was not a real leaf but a leaf painted on the wall by Behrman. It
was dark green near its stem, but its edges were tinted with yellow. It hung from a branch some
twenty feet above the ground. Naturally it never fluttered or moved when the wind blew. It was
Behrman’s masterpiece and had been painted the night when the real last leaf had fallen.

7. You have learnt that a Clause is a group of words that has a Subject and a Verb, and is
a part of a larger sentence:

In the sentence, ‘We returned home, when school was over’ there are two clauses.

(i) We returned home and

(ii) When school was over’.

The first one makes complete sense, so it is called Main I Principal Clause. The second one is
not complete by itself. It depends on the Main Clause to convey proper sense. So it is called
Dependant or Subordinate Clause. ‘When’ is the joining word, and it is called o Subordinator.

In the following sentences, point out the Main Clause and Subordinate Clause. Encircle the
Subordinator.
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Question a.

There was a colony, where many struggling artists lived.

Answer:

Main Clause: There was a colony

Subordinate Clause: where many struggling artists lived

Subordlnator: where

Question b.

Though Sue looked after her well, Johnsy showed no signs of improvement.

Answer:

Main Clause: Johnsy showed no signs of improvement

Subordinate Clause: Though Sue looked after her very well

Subordlnator: Though

Question c.

Sue thought that she had fallen asleep.

Answer:

Main Clause: Sue thought

Subordinate Clause: that she had fallen asleep

Subordinator: that

Question d.

Old Behrman was a painter, who lived on the ground floor.

Answer:

Main Clause: Old Behrman was a painter
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Subordinate Clause: who lived on the ground floor

Subordlnator: who

Question e.

Johnsy was sleeping when the two went upstairs.

Answer:

Main Clause: Johnsy was sleeping

Subordinate Clause: when the two went upstairs

Subordlnator: when

Question f.

I want to see the last one before it falls.

Answer:

Main Clause: I want to see the last one

Subordinate Clause: before It falls

Subordlnator: before

8. Compose an imaginary dialogue between Sue and Johns, when I realise what Behrman
had done for Johnsy:

Answer:

Johnsy: Sue, did you know that Mr. Behrman had painted that last leaf?

Sue: No, I knew it just now, too.

Johnsy: Sue, that means that he got wet that night painting the last leaf!

Sue: And got pneumonia after that!

Johnsy: Yes, because of my stupid fancy that I would die when the last leaf fell.

Sue: It certainly was a stupid idea.
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Johnsy: I feel so guilty now! Sue, it is as if …. as if …. he died for me!

Sue: Yes, so that you may live.

Johnsy: Oh, what a wonderful, compassionate man! To go out in that cold, wintry, snowy night
just to paint that leaf!

Sue: And develop pneumonia ….

Johnsy: What can I do now? How can I ever thank him?

Sue: I know what you can do!

Johnsy: What? What?

Sue: Paint your masterpiece of the Bay of Naples and dedicate it to him.

Johnsy: Yes, I think that’s a good idea.Yes, I’ll do that. Thanks, Sue.

Additional Important Questions and Answers

Complex Factual Activities:

Question 1.

What did the doctor tell Sue about Johnsy?

Answer:

The doctor told Sue that Johnsy had one chance in ten. That chance was for Johnsy to want to
live, and Johnsy had made up her mind that she was not going to get well. He also told Sue that
medicines alone would not help if the patient did not want to live.

Question 2.

Describe the ivy vine outside the window.

Answer:

Outside the window, there was an old ivy vine, gnarled and decayed at the roots. It had climbed
half way up the brick wall. It had lost most of its leaves due to the cold autumn. Only a few bare
branches were left, clinging to the bricks.

Question 3.
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Explain the false belief that Johnsy had about the ivy vine.

Answer:

Johnsy felt that when the last leaf fell off from the ivy vine, she too would die.

Question 4.

Who was Behrman? Explain why Sue called Him to their flat.

Answer:

Behrman was a struggling painter who lived on the ground floor of the building where Sue and
Johnsy lived. He served as a model for the young artists in the colony. Sue called him to their
flat to act as a model for the old man that she was drawing.

Question 5.

What happened that night and what did the two friends see when the window was open?

Answer:

That night it rained and snowed. A fierce wind blew. When the window was open, the two
friends saw one ivy leaf still clinging to the vine. It was dark green near the stem, but its edges
were tinted with yellow. It hung from a branch some twenty feet above the ground.

Question 6.

What did Johnsy declare when she saw the last ivy leaf?

Answer:

When Johnsy saw the last ivy leaf, she declared that it would fall that day and she would die at
the same time.

Question 7.

What change came over Johnsy the next day? Why?

Answer:

Johnsy now felt that she had been wicked earlier and it was a sin to want to die. She wanted to
sit up in bed and was ready to have broth and milk. She looked forward to the future and hoped
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to paint the Bay of Naples some day. It was the sight of the last leaf staying on the vine that was
the reason for her change.

Question 8.

Explain what happened to Mr. Behrman.

Answer:

Mr. Behrman had gone out in the rain and snow to paint the last leaf on the wall. He had got
thoroughly wet and became ill with pneumonia. He died in a hospital two days later.

Question 9.

Who had saved Johnsy’s life and how?

Answer:

Mr. Behrman had saved Johnsy’s life. He had realized that Johnsy had a fancy that she would
die after the last leaf; fell. He wanted to make certain that the last J leaf never fell, and hence he
painted a false leaf on the wall. The sight of the persistent leaf, which Johnsy thought was real,
made her come to her senses and want to live.

Personal Response:

Question 1.

What type of attitude should a person have when he/she is ill?

Answer:

When a person is ill, he/she should have a positive attitude. He/She should have cheerful
thoughts and courage and try to keep the mind occupied. Only then will medication help.

Question 2.

Do you think that Johnsy was talking nonsense? Or did she have some forewarning that
she would die?

Answer:

https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-8-english-chapter-3-3
-the-last-leaf/

https://www.indcareer.com/schools/ncert-solutions-for-4th-class-maths-chapter-14-smart-charts/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-8-english-chapter-3-3-the-last-leaf/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-8-english-chapter-3-3-the-last-leaf/


I think that Johnsy was talking nonsense. How can the number of leaves on an ivy vine indicate
when she was going to die? This is just having negative thoughts when the mind is idle and
frightened.

Write who said the given words and to whom:

Question 1.

The words
Who
said

To whom

(1) Open the window

(2) She is very ill and weak

(3) I have not heard of such a
thing.

(4) It is the last one.

Answer:

The words
Who
said

To whom

(1) Open the window Johnsy Sue

(2) She is very ill and weak Sue Behrman

(3) I have not heard of such a
thing.

Behrman Sue

(4) It is the last one. Johnsy Sue

Write the words given below in the proper columns:

Question 1.

idiotic, fancy, foolish, weak, place, away, upstairs, work, rain, continuously,closed,
window, fierce, bravely, branch,surely

Answer:
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Nouns
Adjective
s

Adverbs

fancy,
place,

idiotic, away,

work, rain, foolish, upstairs,

window, weak, continuously,

branch closed, bravely,

fierce surely

Do as directed:

Pick out two words from the lesson whose first letter is silent.

Answer:

pneumonia, gnarled.

Question 2.

Use the following phrase in your own sentence : above the ground

Answer:

During monsoon, the clouds are just a few feet above the ground in Ooty.

Question 3.

Add two letters before the given word to form three separate words:

own

Answer:

brown, crown, drown

Question 4.

Find out four hidden words from the given word:
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twilight (Each word should have at least 3 letters.)

Answer:

twilight: light, tight, wilt, tilt

Question 5.

Use the following word and its homophone in two separate sentences: earn

Answer:

(i) It is difficult to earn a living if you are illiterate.

(ii) I placed the flowers in an urn and poured water into it.

Question 6.

Pick out the main clause and subordinate clause from the following sentence:

Medicines alone did not help if the patient did not wish to live.

Answer:

Medicines alone did not help- the main clause if the patient did not wish to live-subordinate
clause.

Question 7.

Rewrite in indirect speech :

“Open the window; I want to see,” she

ordered. Sue obeyed.

Answer:

She ordered Sue to open the window as she wanted to see. Sue obeyed.

Question 8.

Pick out the non-finite verb and state what it is:

He always talked of his coming masterpiece.
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Answer:

coming – present participle

Question 9.

Rewrite as an affirmative sentence:

In those days, it was not easy to cure pneumonia patients.

Answer:

In those days, it was difficult to cure pneumonia patients.

Question 10.

Rewrite using the positive form of the adjective:

They are falling faster now.

Answer:

They were not falling as fast as before.
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Maharashtra Board Solutions
Class 8 English
Unit 1

● Chapter 1.1- A Time To Believe

● Chapter 1.2- Dick Whittington

and his Cat

● Chapter 1.3- The Pilgrim

● Chapter 1.4- Revathi’s Musical

Plants

Unit 2

● Chapter 2.1- Vocation

● Chapter 2.2- Nature Created Man

and Woman as Equals

● Chapter 2.3- The Worm

● Chapter 2.4- Three Visions for

India

● Chapter 2.5- The Happy Prince

Unit 3

● Chapter 3.1- The Plate of Gold

● Chapter 3.2- The Kite Festival

● Chapter 3.3- The Last Leaf

● Chapter 3.4- Leisure

Unit 4

● Chapter 4.1- The Vet

● Chapter 4.2- Revolutionary Steps

in Surgery

● Chapter 4.3- The Bees

● Chapter 4.4- Ramanujan

● Chapter 4.5- A Battle to Baffle
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About About Maharashtra State Board
(MSBSHSE)
The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary

Education or MSBSHSE (Marathi: महाराष्ट्र राज्य माध्यमिक आणि उच्च
माध्यमिक शिक्षण मंडळ), is an autonomous and statutory body

established in 1965. The board was amended in the year 1977 under

the provisions of the Maharashtra Act No. 41 of 1965.

The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary & Higher Secondary

Education (MSBSHSE), Pune is an independent body of the

Maharashtra Government. There are more than 1.4 million students

that appear in the examination every year. The Maha State Board

conducts the board examination twice a year. This board conducts the

examination for SSC and HSC.

The Maharashtra government established the Maharashtra State

Bureau of Textbook Production and Curriculum Research, also

commonly referred to as Ebalbharati, in 1967 to take up the

responsibility of providing quality textbooks to students from all

classes studying under the Maharashtra State Board. MSBHSE

prepares and updates the curriculum to provide holistic development

for students. It is designed to tackle the difficulty in understanding the

concepts with simple language with simple illustrations. Every year

around 10 lakh students are enrolled in schools that are affiliated with

the Maharashtra State Board.
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FAQs

Where do I get the Maharashtra State Board Books PDF For free download?

You can download the Maharashtra State Board Books from the eBalbharti

official website, i.e. cart.ebalbharati.in or from this article.

Add image

How to Download Maharashtra State Board Books?

Students can get the Maharashtra Books for primary, secondary, and senior

secondary classes from here.  You can view or download the Maharashtra

State Board Books from this page or from the official website for free of

cost. Students can follow the detailed steps below to visit the official website

and download the e-books for all subjects or a specific subject in different

mediums.

Step 1: Visit the official website ebalbharati.in

Step 2: On the top of the screen, select "Download PDF textbooks"

Step 3: From the "Classes" section, select your class.

Step 4: From "Medium", select the medium suitable to you.

Step 5: All Maharashtra board books for class 11th will now be displayed on

the right side.

Step 6: Click on the "Download" option to download the PDF book.

Who developed the Maharashtra State board books?

As of now, the MSCERT and Balbharti are responsible for the syllabus and

textbooks of Classes 1 to 8, while Classes 9 and 10 are under the

Maharashtra State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary Education

(MSBSHSE).

How many state boards are there in Maharashtra?

The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary & Higher Secondary Education,

conducts the HSC and SSC Examinations in the state of Maharashtra

through its nine Divisional Boards located at Pune, Mumbai, Aurangabad,

Nasik, Kolhapur, Amravati, Latur, Nagpur and Ratnagiri.
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About IndCareer

IndCareer.com is a leading developer of online career guidance resources for the Indian
marketplace. Established in 2007, IndCareer.com is currently used by over thousands of
institutions across India, including schools, employment agencies, libraries, colleges
and universities.

IndCareer.com is designed to assist you in making the right career decision - a decision
that meets your unique interests and personality.

For any clarifications or questions you can write to info@indcareer.com

Postal Address

IndCareer.com

52, Shilpa Nagar,

Somalwada

Nagpur -  440015

Maharashtra, India

WhatsApp: +91 9561 204 888

Website: https://www.indcareer.com
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