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Question 1.

Go through the following images and try to link them with our lives. For example, Storm –
Hardships that we face in our life.

https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-10-english-chapter-2-
4-the-pulley/

https://www.indcareer.com/schools/ncert-solutions-for-4th-class-maths-chapter-14-smart-charts/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-10-english-chapter-2-4-the-pulley/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-10-english-chapter-2-4-the-pulley/


Answer:

For example : storms – hardships that we face in our lives
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Owl – Wisdom

Rose – Life

Tree – Determination

Clouds – Sorrowful moments

Bouquet of flowers – Beauty

Waterfall – Strength

Mountains – Honour

Sunrise – Hope

Question 2.

You may have often indulged in talking to yourself audibly.

For example,

● “Oh, dear! Why didn’t I get up sooner?”
● “Let me finish this quickly and then I’ll be free”.
● “How silly of me! Why didn’t I think of it before?”

Such expressions are called Dramatic Monologues.

Imagine and write Monologues suitable in the following situations.

→ It’s your birthday next week.

…………………………………………………………….

Answer:

I wonder what presents I’ll get. I hope dad gets me the bicycle he promised

→ You have been waiting long at the city of bus-stop.

…………………………………………………………….

Answer:

https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-10-english-chapter-2-
4-the-pulley/

https://www.indcareer.com/schools/ncert-solutions-for-4th-class-maths-chapter-14-smart-charts/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-10-english-chapter-2-4-the-pulley/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-10-english-chapter-2-4-the-pulley/


Oh, bother Now I shall be late for school again.

→ Your final exam results are to be declared tomorrow.

…………………………………………………………….

Answer:

I wish it were tomorrow

→ Your mother has been chatting for very long on the telephone.

…………………………………………………………….

Answer:

This conversation could go on for ages When will I get a chance to call?

Question 3.

‘The Pulley’ is a mechanical device.

Try and write down places where it can be used, and for what purpose.

…………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………….

Answer:

– To draw water out of a well

– In elevators

– In exercise machines

– In theatres to open curtains
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– To lift up heavy objects at construction sites

Question 1.

With the help of the clues, pick out words containing the letter ‘a’ from the poem and
build a word-pyramid.

(a) an article

(b) a preposition

(c) past tense of ‘lie’

(d) maximum length of your open palm

(e) make much of

(f) loveliness

(g) in place of

(h) a collection of priceless valuables

(i) restlessness and discontent

Answer:
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(a) an article

(b) a preposition

(c) the past tense of ‘lie’

(d) the maximum length of your open palm

(e) make much of

(f) loveliness

(g) in place of

(h) a collection of priceless articles

(i) restlessness and discontent

Question 2.

Choose the correct alternative from the following.

(a) Herbert’s poem ‘The Pulley’ displays . . . . . . . . as the two main themes.

(i) Origin of Morality/Spirituality
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(ii) Origin of species

(iii) Origin of the universe/galaxy

(iv) Origin of the earth/space

Answer:

(i) Origin of Morality/Spirituality

(b) The theme of the poem ‘The Pulley’ is (Find two correct statements from the given
alternatives.)

(i) to focus on the mechanical operation of a pulley.

(ii) to teach a lesson to a creation (man) by the Creator (God)

(iii) to know the different gifts bestowed on man by God.

(iv) to remind man about his creator in his exhaustion.

(v) God pulled man towards Him by making him restless and weary.

Answer:

(iv) to remind man about his Creator in his exhaustion.

(c) In the poem, ‘The Pulley’ is considered ………………….

(i) a mechanical device.

(ii) a gift to mankind

(iii) an image to lift objects.

(iv) an image by which God compels people to become devout.

Answer:

(ii) a gift to mankind.

(d) . . . . . . . . is an example of Pun from the poem.

(i) Rest in the bottom lay.
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(ii) So strength first made a way.

(iii) Having a glass of blessings . . . . . .

(iv) So both should losers be

Answer:

(i) Rest in the bottom lay.

(e) . . . . . . . . is an example of Paradox from the poem.

(i) And rest in Nature, not the God of Nature.

(ii) He would adore my gifts instead of me.

(iii) Let him be rich and weary.

(iv) When God at first made man.

Answer:

(iii) Let him be rich and weary.

(f) . . . . . . is an example of Synecdoche from the poem.

(i) So both should losers be.

(ii) Then beauty flowed.

(iii) “Let us” said he “pour on him.”

(iv) May toss him to my breast.

Answer:

(iv) May toss him to my breast.

(g) . . . . . . is an example of Alliteration from the poem.

(i) made a way

(ii) bottom lay.
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(iii) repining restlessness

(iv) keep the rest.

Answer:

(iii) repining restlessness

(h) . . . . . . is an example of Inversion from the poem.

(i) Contract into a span.

(ii) So both should losers be.

(iii) Bestow this jewel.

(iv) And rest in nature.

Answer:

(ii) So both should losers be.

(i) The rhyme scheme of the poem is . . . . . .

(i) a a b b c

(ii) a b c b c

(iii) a b c c b

(iv) a b a b a

Answer:

(iv) a b a b a

Question 3.

Discuss and answer in your own words, and write in your notebook.

(a) The poet has used the word REST thrice in the poem. Write what the word implies in
each of the three lines it occurs.

Answer:
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. . . rest in nature – give importance to, enjoy the benefits of

. . . let him keep the rest – the remaining gifts (except the gift of ‘rest’)

. . . rest – contentment, satisfaction

(b) What does God want in return from man, for the gifts He has bestowed upon him?

Answer:

In return for the gifts He has bestowed on man, God wants him to lead a life of goodness and to
keep on adoring the God who has been so generousto him.

(c) Why did God withhold the gift of ‘Rest’ from man?

Answer:

‘Rest’ makes us feel satisfied and contented,When we have ‘rest’, we do not desire anything
more. We might even stop remembering God, our Creator, or seeking His blessings. Hence,
God withheld the gift of ‘Rest’ from man.

(d) Besides those given in the poem, what other gifts has God blessed mankind with
above his other creations? Enlist them.

Answer:

Besides those given in the extract, God has bestowed on mankind the ability to use language as
well as other cognitive abilities like reasoning, abstract thinking, etc. Above all, He has given
human beings a marvellous brain, with which man has invented millions of things, right from the
wheel to the computer.

(e) When does man generally turn to God? Give one example to support your response.

Answer:

Man , generally turns to God when he is troubled or is facing some difficulty. I remember a
neighbour of mine who professed to be an atheist, but when there was a stock market crash, we
were all surprised to see him at our temple with hands joined and eyes closed, praying to God.

Question 4.

(A) Discuss with your group and justify the title of the poem ‘The Pulley’ in your own
words.
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…………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………….

Answer:

The pulley works when pressure is exerted on either side of the rope passing through it. If one
side comes down, the other goes up. Here, the poet expresses the idea that when weariness
weighs down man on one end his spiritual aspects on the other end gets an uplift. According to
the poet, God deliberately withheld bestowing ‘rest’ to man so that the very ‘restlessness’ wojild
bring him nearer to Him. Thus, the title ‘The Pulley’ is appropriate.

(B) Pick out 3 lines that contain Monologues of God.

…………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………….

Answer:

(1) For if I should bestow this jewel also on my creature.

(2) He would adore my gifts instead of me.

(3) If goodness lead him not, yet weariness may toss him to my breast.

Question 5.

(A) Pick out two lines that contain the following figures of speech.

(a) Antithesis

1. …………………………..

2. …………………………..

Answer:
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1. Antithesis: Let the world’s riches which dispersed lie.

2. Contract into a span.

(b) Alliteration

1. …………………………..

2. …………………………..

Answer:

1. And rest in the Nature, not the God of the Nature.

2. Repetition of ‘n’ sound.

(c) Inversion

1. …………………………..

2. …………………………..

Answer:

1. Let us {said He)

2. Rest in the bottom lay.

(B) Explain the Figures of Speech in the following lines.

(a) Rest in the bottom lay-PUN because

……………………………………………………….

Answer:

It is a Pun because the word ‘rest’ has two meanings – ‘the last one remaining’ and ‘a quality
that helps us stop doing something and relax’.

(b) Bestow this jewel also on my creature-METAPHOR because

……………………………………………………….

Answer:
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Extended Metaphor: The simple meaning of the ‘pulley’ is extended to show an implicit
comparison between the ‘gift’ of ‘rest’ that is not bestowed on man S by God, and by which he
will be pulled towards God finally.

(c) And rest in nature, not the God of Nature-REPETITION because

……………………………………………………….

Answer:

Repetition: The word ‘Nature’ is repeated for emphasis.

Question 6.

Write Critical Appreciation of the poem in a paragraph format. (Refer to page no. 5)

Answer:

Point Format

(for understanding)

● Title of the poem: ‘The Pulley’
● The poet: George HerbertRhyme scheme: a-b-a-b-a
● Figures of speech: Metaphor, Pun, Inversion, Paradox, etc.
● The central idea theme the reason why man is continually restless

Paragraph Format

The title of the poem is ‘The Pulley’. The poet is George Herbert.

Each stanza of the poem has five lines. The rhyme scheme of the poem is a-b-a-b-a.

The chief figure of speech used in the poem is Metaphor. The ‘glass of blessings’ signifies the
sum of all human qualities bestowed on man. The quality of ‘rest’ or ‘contentment’ is implicitly
compared to a ‘jewel’. The other figures of speech are Pun, Inversion, Paradox, etc.

The central idea of the poem is the reason for man’s continual restlessness all his life.
According to the poet, this is because God withheld the quality of ‘rest’ from man, so that man’s
thoughts would ultimately turn towards God, his creator.

Question 7.

https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-10-english-chapter-2-
4-the-pulley/

https://www.indcareer.com/schools/ncert-solutions-for-4th-class-maths-chapter-14-smart-charts/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-10-english-chapter-2-4-the-pulley/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/maharashtra-board-solutions-for-class-10-english-chapter-2-4-the-pulley/


‘Pun’ can be defined as play on words based on their different meanings. Example
‘Writing with a broken pencil is pointless.’ In this poem there is an example of Pun. Find
and make a sentence of your own. Share a joke with the class where the use of ‘Pun’
creates humour.

Answer:

(i) Rest in the bottom lay

(ii) So strength first made away.

(iii) Having a glass of blessings

(iv) So both should losers be.

Question 8.

Write a paragraph on the points in each block given below to get a summary on each of
the four stanzas of the poem.
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Answer:

(1) The poel says dial at the lime when God fir.si 1 created man. He had a glass of blessings
standing by. He thought dial He would be generous and shower on man all the gifts possible.
God intended lhal all the treasures of die earth which lay scallcred should be eollecled and
concentrated in die small space He had created – which was man.

(2) The first gift God gave man was strength. This was followed by beauty, then wisdom, honour
and pleasure. When nearly all the gifts had been bestowed on man. God slopped awhile. He
noticed that of all the treasures, only one gill remained at Ihe bottom of the glass, and that was
rest.

(3) God said to Himself that if He bestowed this precious and valuable gift on His creation, man
would love anil worship only the gifts of Nature, and would not love the God who-had created all
the things in Nature. Thus both God and man would end up as losers.

(4) So God let man retain all the other gifts, but at the same lime, He left man restless and
continually anxious and dissatisfied, lie thought that in should be rich with the abundance of
gifts, but he should always remain tired and restless. God reasoned that only then, at the end. if
the quality of goodness did not lead man back to God. sheer fatigue (tiredness) would draw man
back to God’s heart.

Question 9.

Choose the correct alternatives from the following:

(a) Herbert’s poem ‘The Pulley’ displays Origins and Morality/Spirituality as the two main
themes.

(i) Origins and Morality/Spirituality

(ii) Origin of species

(iii) Origin of the universe galaxy

(iv) Origin of the earth space

Answer:

(i) Origins and Morality/Spirituality

(b) The first gift was strength.
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(i) strength

(ii) beauty

(iii) wisdom

(iv) rest

Answer:

(i) strength

(c) The last gift left was rest.

(i) strength

(ii) beauty

(iii) wisdom

(iv) rest

Answer:

(iv) rest

(d) The gifts blessings lay in a glass.

(i) the world

(ii) a span

(iii) a glass

(iv) a pathway

Answer:

(iii) a glass

Question 10.

What did God’s glass of blessings contain?
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Answer:

God’s glass of blessings contained gifts such as strength, beauty, wisdom, honour, pleasure,
other treasures and the gift of rest.

Question 11.

Write the rhyming words from the extract:

Answer:

man – can – spanby – lieway – stay – laypleasure – treasure.

Question 12.

Explain the figures of speech in the following lines:

a glass of blessings

Answer:

It is a Metaphor because the sum of attributes or qualities given to man are implicitly compared
to a ‘glass of blessings’.

Question 13.

Explanation: The words are not in the correct prose order. The correct prose orders are:

Answer:

1. Let us (He said) …

2. Rest lay in the bottom.]

Question 14.

What would human beings do if God gifted them with ‘Rest’?

Answer:

If God had gifted human beings with ‘Rest’,’ they would never have cared to remember God
since they would have nothing to long for or to feel restless about. This is because
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self-satisfaction and contentment wduld have made human beings feel: complete and pleased
with themselves. They mightthus lose their spiritual and moral values.

Question 15.

Pick out two lines from the extract that contain the figure of speech ‘Inversion’.

Answer:

(a) For if I should (said He)

(b) So both should losers be.

(c) If goodness lead him not, yet weariness May toss him to my breast.

Question 16.

Choose the correct alternative from the following: (The answers are given directly and
underlined.)

(a) Let him be rich and weary’ is an example of I Paradox from the poem.

(i) And rest in Nature, not the God of Nature.

(ii) He would adore my gifts instead of me.

(iii) Let him be rich and weary.

(iv) When God first made man.

Answer:

(iii) Let him be rich and weary.

(b) ‘repining restlessness’ is an example of Alliteration from the poem.

(i) made a way

(ii) bottom lay

(iii) repining restlessness

(iv) keep the rest
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Answer:

(iii) repining restlessness

Question 17.

Write the rhyming words from the lines.

Answer:

he – me – becreature – Nature; rest – breastrestlessness – weariness.

Question 18.

Bestow this jewel also on my creature.

Answer:

Metaphor: The gift of rest is implicitly compared to a ‘jewel’.
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Maharashtra Board Solutions
Class 10 English
Unit 1

● Chapter 1.1- Where the Mind is

Without Fear

● Chapter 1.2- The Thief’s Story

● Chapter 1.3- On Wings of Courage

● Chapter 1.4- All the World’s a Stage

● Chapter 1.5- Joan of Arc

● Chapter 1.6- The Alchemy of Nature

Unit 2

● Chapter 2.1- Animals

● Chapter 2.2- Three Questions

● Chapter 2.3- Connecting the Dots

● Chapter 2.4- The Pulley

● Chapter 2.5- Let’s March

● Chapter 2.6- Science and Spirituality

Unit 3

● Chapter 3.1- Night of the Scorpion

● Chapter 3.2- The Night I Met

Einstein

● Chapter 3.3- Stephen Hawking

● Chapter 3.4- The Will to Win

● Chapter 3.5- Unbeatable Super

Mom-Mary Kom

● Chapter 3.6- The Concert

Unit 4

● Chapter 4.1- A Thing of Beauty is a

Joy For Ever

● Chapter 4.2- The Luncheon

● Chapter 4.3- World Heritage

● Chapter 4.4- The Height of the

Ridiculous

● Chapter 4.5- The Old Man and The

Sea Book Review

● Chapter 4.6- The Gift of the Magi
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About About Maharashtra State Board
(MSBSHSE)
The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary

Education or MSBSHSE (Marathi: महाराष्ट्र राज्य माध्यमिक आणि उच्च
माध्यमिक शिक्षण मंडळ), is an autonomous and statutory body

established in 1965. The board was amended in the year 1977 under

the provisions of the Maharashtra Act No. 41 of 1965.

The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary & Higher Secondary

Education (MSBSHSE), Pune is an independent body of the

Maharashtra Government. There are more than 1.4 million students

that appear in the examination every year. The Maha State Board

conducts the board examination twice a year. This board conducts the

examination for SSC and HSC.

The Maharashtra government established the Maharashtra State

Bureau of Textbook Production and Curriculum Research, also

commonly referred to as Ebalbharati, in 1967 to take up the

responsibility of providing quality textbooks to students from all

classes studying under the Maharashtra State Board. MSBHSE

prepares and updates the curriculum to provide holistic development

for students. It is designed to tackle the difficulty in understanding the

concepts with simple language with simple illustrations. Every year

around 10 lakh students are enrolled in schools that are affiliated with

the Maharashtra State Board.
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FAQs

Where do I get the Maharashtra State Board Books PDF For free download?

You can download the Maharashtra State Board Books from the eBalbharti

official website, i.e. cart.ebalbharati.in or from this article.

Add image

How to Download Maharashtra State Board Books?

Students can get the Maharashtra Books for primary, secondary, and senior

secondary classes from here.  You can view or download the Maharashtra

State Board Books from this page or from the official website for free of

cost. Students can follow the detailed steps below to visit the official website

and download the e-books for all subjects or a specific subject in different

mediums.

Step 1: Visit the official website ebalbharati.in

Step 2: On the top of the screen, select "Download PDF textbooks"

Step 3: From the "Classes" section, select your class.

Step 4: From "Medium", select the medium suitable to you.

Step 5: All Maharashtra board books for class 11th will now be displayed on

the right side.

Step 6: Click on the "Download" option to download the PDF book.

Who developed the Maharashtra State board books?

As of now, the MSCERT and Balbharti are responsible for the syllabus and

textbooks of Classes 1 to 8, while Classes 9 and 10 are under the

Maharashtra State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary Education

(MSBSHSE).

How many state boards are there in Maharashtra?

The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary & Higher Secondary Education,

conducts the HSC and SSC Examinations in the state of Maharashtra

through its nine Divisional Boards located at Pune, Mumbai, Aurangabad,

Nasik, Kolhapur, Amravati, Latur, Nagpur and Ratnagiri.
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About IndCareer

IndCareer.com is a leading developer of online career guidance resources for the Indian
marketplace. Established in 2007, IndCareer.com is currently used by over thousands of
institutions across India, including schools, employment agencies, libraries, colleges
and universities.

IndCareer.com is designed to assist you in making the right career decision - a decision
that meets your unique interests and personality.

For any clarifications or questions you can write to info@indcareer.com

Postal Address

IndCareer.com

52, Shilpa Nagar,

Somalwada

Nagpur -  440015

Maharashtra, India

WhatsApp: +91 9561 204 888

Website: https://www.indcareer.com
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